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E CEL  in  

…a newsletter to highlight best-practices in stewardship programs  from the Office of the Canon 
for Stewardship – seeking to encourage discernment, strategic planning, spiritual formation and 
communications in the pursuit of strong stewardship ministry in the Diocese of New Hampshire. 
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Year 2, Volume Seven, October, 2007 
 
 
 

New Grants Researcher at Dio House 
 
Lang Plummer (father of Anne Plumer-Fisher), a retired grants writer and researcher 
from the academic arena has agreed to be a volunteer researcher for grants in the Diocese 
of New Hampshire.  With vast experience in grants writing and research, Lang has 
offered his time as part of the stewardship of his talents to the Diocese of New 
Hampshire.  Lang will be focusing his research on the following areas of granting needs: 
 

�  North Country needs 
�  Youth and young adults needs 
�  Needs of the financially poor and isolated. 

 
If you know of a granting source you would like researched or if you have a program you 
think would be ideal to receive a grant ($10,000 or more) please contact Lang Plumer at 
langdon.plumer@verizon.net. 
 
 
 

Stewardship Preaching and Teaching Notes 
The preaching and teaching commentary on the gospels for Year C have been published 
an mailed to every church.  Preaching and Teaching commentaries for Year A (2008-
2009) are under way and will be ready by April 2007 at and after the Stewardship 
Institute (April 4&5). 
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Campaign Review for Late Fall 2007    
  
In a few weeks, when you review your stewardship program, I am enclosing a review 
format so that the process gathers the information which will most shape next year’s 
stewardship planning. 
 
Church:________________________ Stewardship Chairperson:__________________________ 
 
Chairperson’s Phone and email:_________________________   ___________________ 
Dates “Stewardship-of-Finances” Campaign was begun and ended:______-______ 
 
Main Activities of the Campaign: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
We did   / did not elect to use the Diocesan Stewardship Strategic Plan. 
We did  /  did not elect to use the Gospels Teaching and Preaching Commentary as an education 
component. 
We did   / did not elect to use the Stewardship Brochure template. 
We did   / did not elect to use “ministry minutes” or some variation of same. 
We will /  will  not be sending a group to the Province I Conference  (March 7-9, 2008) 
We will / will not be sending a group to the Stewardship Institute of the Diocese of N.H. at the 
Barbara C. Harris Conference Center (April 5, 2008) 
We will / will not be sending a group to the Stewardship Institute’s Major Gifts Seminar and 
overnight workshop (the evening of April 4, 2008) 
 
Information Fall 2006 Fall 2007 Line Notes 
 
# families (units)    A  
# Pledges   B  
% of families pledge   C  
Average pledge   D  
# pledges over 
$2,000 

  E  

Average family 
income in town 

  F  

�  We are / are not involved in a Capital Campaign.  
�  We are / are not planning or thinking about planning a Capital Campaign.  
�  We do / do not plan to use the new Diocesan Planned Giving Brochure in our parish. 
�  We currently do / do not have an active Planned Giving (wills, bequests, etc) program. 
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Sample Pledge Agreement 
Some of you have asked how best to manage the pledge cards and there are as many 
answers as there are churches.  I see the value in a pledge card which fits a standard 
envelope and yet I personally prefer the larger format because it provides the opportunity 
to be more of a conversation and less of a reporting agent.  Usually on the back side I like 
to place the percentage table for quick reference.  The table is not there to inspire guilt 
(though some will see guilt in it as projection) but is rather there for context.  “Am I 
giving to God or am I tipping God?” is the subtext question. 
 
One of the things we will discuss on April 5th at the Stewardship Institute is the 
possibility that pledge certificates  are printed through Diocesan House (thereby reducing 
per unit costs) and distributed to each church for the personalization of Parish name and 
contact information with label transfers. 
 
It is also valuable to ask about other possible interests of the giver such as a special 
project or endowment / planned giving information needs.  And finally, the pledge card 
needs to have brief but clear reference to the pledge being made “to God through the 
parish” and “for the mission of God’s church on earth.” 
 
What follows is a sample designed for Dan Collier’s parish in West Manchester.  Feel 
free to adapt this one if you would like or need a pledge card for this year’s campaign.  I 
usually recommend that the card be printed on parchment or card stock paper and sent 
flat in a large envelope.  The sense of import carried with a larger card is of some value in 
the process (which is why diplomas are not printed on cheap or small pieces of paper.) 
 
(note: certificate in printed on one page) 

(Private and Confidential) 
 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
Annual Stewardship Campaign  
Pledge Card for 2008 Offering 
 
Name:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
city state zip:______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
home telephone work telephone:______________________________________________ 
 
 
e-mail address:____________________________________________________________ 
 
In gratitude for all that God has given to me/us and in the  
Awareness of all that God is calling St. Andrews to do in Manchester, 

the Diocese and the world, I/we would like to return a portion back to God through 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church.  I/we understand that this gift is a symbol of our gratitude  
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for life, love, health, food, shelter, talents – indeed for all that we have and all that we enjoy.   
And so… 
 

 I/we hereby pledge a total gift of $_______________ during 
the next fiscal year (January 1, 2008 – December 31, 2008). 
(I/ We realize that in the event of a financial problem in 2008, we can adjust our pledge by calling Fr. Dan Collier.) 
 
Payment Options: ( a weekly pledge is very helpful in our financial planning!) 

�  a weekly pledge of  $ __________per week,  totaling $__________ for the year. 
Or 

�  a monthly pledge of $______________ totaling $______________ for the year. 
Or 

�  a one-time gift pledge of $_______ for the year to be paid in (month)________. 
(please check and fill out ONLY ONE of the above options) 
 
You will be sent a letter confirming your pledge, pledge envelopes, and a letter in December 2008 for your tax use. 
 
Please send your completed pledge card to: 
Stewardship Campaign, St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
102bNorth Main Street, Manchester 03102 
 
 
Optional request of further information:  

�  I / we are interested in making a separate gift (in addition to the annual support listed above) to the new mission 
house next to the church, recently purchased to expand ministry of St. Andrew’s.  Please have the Priest-in-charge 
contact us about having this conversation. 
 

�  I / we are interested in receiving information about planned giving (estate planning, charitable trusts, making a will 
or living will, etc.) Please contact me/us about this by sending literature which will help to inform my /our planning. 
 


