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Advocacy for Refresher Leave Applicants 

 

The purpose of a Refresher Leave…  

… is to provide clergy who work and live in the diocese time for extended leave from 
their official duties for rest, renewal or study. 

The Committee's role… 

… is to assist clergy who are planning refresher leaves in completing their Refresher 
Leave Application and to receive and evaluate the final application for funding. It is 
important to note that there are finite funds available each calendar year and they are 
disbursed on a first-come-first-served basis. These funds are intended to supplement the 
funding that an applicant receives from their parish, other grant sources (such as Lily), 
and their own resources. 

Eligibility  

Refresher leaves are available to active clergy serving  in the Diocese of New Hampshire who 
have been canonically resident in the diocese for at least five years prior to the date of 
application, having served in their present position at least three years. 

The leaves are intended to benefit the individual involved, and to contribute to his or her growth 
and well-being. Many options are open to clergy on a refresher leave: travel, extended study at a 
seminary or perhaps even study in some discipline or craft entirely unrelated to the church, time 
to reflect and write, or simply to be. Applicants should be • able to demonstrate that the time 
spent will contribute ultimately to the well-being of the Church. 

Preplanning considerations 

Clergy refresher leaves require considerable preplanning. You should count on the process 
taking about a year. During this time, an applicant will need to coordinate with the Bishop, the 
Vestry, the Con-Ed Clergy Committee/ Diocesan Staff and replacement clergy. 

Several resources are available to help plan a sabbatical or refresher leave; the following book 
may be especially useful in the early stages of planning: Bullock, R., Sabbatical Planning for 
Clergy and Congregations,The Alban Institute, Washington, D.C. 

Also, a life-planning resource may prove helpful. Several are available. A popular one is: Bolles, 
R., The Three Boxes of Life, Ten Speed  Press, Berkeley, CA. 

Obtaining an application 

Applications are due by September 30 in the year prior to the year in which the leave will take 
place. The forms are available on on the Diocesan Website at:  www.nhepiscopal.org (under 
“Resources” select “Continuing Ed App”). 


