
CONVENTION RULES OF ORDER 
 

1. Once the Convention is called to order, every member shall remain seated unless moving to address the 

President.  The President of the Convention is the Bishop, who may appoint a Moderator to chair any 

portion of the proceedings which the President may request, that appointment to be confirmed by the 

Convention. 

2. The Chair shall speak to points of order in preference to other members and shall decide questions of 

order subject to an appeal to the Convention by any member. 

3. The President shall cast his vote at the close of voting. If voting shows the convention to be equally 

divided, the President’s vote shall decide the question. If the President’s vote results in an equal 

division, the question shall be lost. 

4. When a member desires to speak on any question or deliver any matter to the Convention, he/she will 

move to the microphone and address the Chair. 

5. All Committees shall be appointed by the President, unless otherwise ordered by the Convention. 

6. No member shall speak more than twice to the same question without leave of the Convention, or more 

than once until every member wishing to speak shall have spoken. 

7. Every member who shall be in the Convention when a question is put shall vote yea or nay unless 

allowed for special reasons to abstain, in which case the names of those abstaining may be recorded if 

requested. 

8. When a motion is made and seconded, it shall be stated by the Chair before being debated and shall be 

reduced to writing if so required by the Chair. 

9. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be received but to adjourn, to lay on the table, to move 

the previous question, to postpone to a certain time, to commit, to amend, or to postpone indefinitely, -- 

which several motions shall have precedence in the order in which they are arranged, a motion to lay on 

the table, or to move the previous question shall require affirmatively two-thirds of the vote for 

adoption. 

10. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order; that, and the motion to lay on the table, shall always be 

decided without debate. 

11. When a motion has been decided in the affirmative or the negative, it shall be in order for any member 

in the majority to move for reconsideration thereof. 

12. Amendments from the floor are allowed but require affirmatively two-thirds of the vote of the 

Convention in order to be considered. Amendments from the floor should be legibly written and 

presented to the Moderator of Convention and to the Secretary of Convention signed by at least 2 

additional delegates from 2 separate congregations. 

13. Notifications from the Secretary of the House of Clerical and Lay Deputies of the General Convention, 

touching proposed changes in the Constitution of the General Convention or in The Book of Common 

Prayer, shall be read by the Secretary, laid upon the table for information, and printed with the minutes 

of the Convention.  

14. Clergy officiating in this Diocese but not canonically members of this Convention, visiting clergy in 

good standing, Alternate Delegates, Postulants and Candidates for Holy Orders, the Trustees of the 

Protestant Episcopal Church in New Hampshire, the Moderator of the Convention, and Officers of the 

Diocese not delegates from any Parish or Mission shall, on their names being recorded by the Secretary, 

be entitled to courtesy seats in the Convention without the right to vote. 

15. The Bishop shall appoint at each Convention an Auditor of the Convention for the current financial year 

of the Diocese.  It shall be the duty of such Auditor to audit the accounts of the Treasurer of the 

Convention and the Treasurer of the Diocesan Council, examine all vouchers, and verify all securities as 

soon as possible after January 1 in the year following his appointment, and to make a report to the next 

Convention of the Diocese.  The Convention shall pay the expenses of such audit. 

16. The Secretary of the Convention shall print a ballot for the elections to be held by the Convention, 



containing the names of nominees for each office who have accepted their nomination in alphabetical 

order with a space in front of each name. The President shall appoint a committee of tellers who need 

not be members of the Convention to count the votes at a convenient time and report the results to the 

Secretary. 

17. The Rules of Order and the Order of Proceedings shall be printed with the Pre-Convention Journal. 

18. All motions and resolutions, except resolutions of courtesy and those determined by the President to be 

allowable because of timeliness, shall be submitted in writing to the Secretary of Convention at least 60 

days before the Convention, and when so received shall be included with the Pre-Convention Journal.  

Any motion or resolution not presented in this manner shall be presented to the Secretary in writing with 

400 copies of same no later than 4:00 p.m. on the eve of the Convention.  Any such motion or resolution 

shall be considered late and require a two-thirds vote of the Convention to be placed on the agenda. 

19. Roberts Rules of Order, as interpreted by the Chair, shall be the guide in matters of parliamentary 

procedure except as the Convention itself may rule otherwise. 
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KIND OF MOTION Second 

Required 
Debatable Amendable 

Vote 

Required 
 

Purpose 

PRIVILEGED MOTIONS      

Adjourn Yes No No Majority 
 

To end the meeting. 

 

Take a recess 

 

Yes 

 

No 

 

Yes 
 
Majority 

 

To interrupt a meeting for a short time or provide an 

intermission 

Raise a question  

of privilege 
No No No None 

 

To obtain action immediately in an emergency. 

SUBSIDIARY MOTIONS      

Lay on the table Yes No No 
Two-

thirds To set aside an item of business at least temporarily 

Previous question Yes No No 
Two-

thirds To close debate. 

Limit or extend debate Yes No Yes 
Two-

thirds To limit or extend limits of debate on a pending question. 

Postpone to a certain time Yes Yes Yes Majority To delay action 

Refer to a committee Yes Yes Yes Majority To place business in the hands of a committee 

Amend Yes Yes Yes 
Two-

thirds To modify or alter a motion. 

Postpone indefinitely 
Yes Yes No Majority 

To introduce new business. 

THE MAIN MOTION Yes Yes Yes Majority To introduce new business. 


