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Diocese of New Hampshire – Diocesan Council Meeting 

September 12, 2013 

 

Attendance:  Canon Hannah Anderson, Kate Atkinson, Gail Avery, Sue Bauer, Canon Kathryn Buttrick, Lucy 

Crichton, Richard Davenport, Bill Exner, Bishop Rob Hirschfeld, Susan Langle, Anne Milne, Roger 

Nicholls, Margaret Porter (Moderator), Sue Poulin, Rob Stevens, Carol Twomey (Scribe), Jason 

Wells, Kurt Wiesner.  

 

Opening: The meeting opened at 4:07 p.m. Bill Exner was welcomed back after being on leave. The Bishop 

led devotions on “Wisdom” from Daily Prayer for All Seasons. 

 

Action Items 

 

Audit/Financial  Canon for Mission Resources Kathryn Buttrick presented the Auditor’s Report. She reported that 

it was a clean audit.  

Reports Kate  Atkinson moved that the report be received as presented; Bill Exner seconded. Motion 

carried. Kathryn then presented the Financial Report for January through June 2013. Currently,  

 there is more income, lower Fair Share shortfall, and lower expenses than budgeted. 

 

June Minutes Anne Milne moved that the minutes of the June meeting be approved as presented; Richard 

Davenport seconded. Motion carried. Roger Nicholls stated that the minutes should be made 

available earlier, so that they can be used in preparing reports for Convocation meetings. The 

Secretary will therefore attempt to provide them within one week of Council meeting. Roger 

also suggested that, when items are approved by Council via an email vote, it should be noted in 

the minutes. 

 

Council Retreat The next Council meeting will be the retreat at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Laconia on 

October 10. Prior to the meeting, Council is invited to visit the former site of St. James Church in  

 Laconia, in order to see how the Boys and Girls Club is occupying the space. The retreat will then 

continue at Good Shepherd, where there will be an opportunity to speak with Lutheran pastor 

David Dalzell and Tobias Nyatsambo, rector of St. James. Bishop Jim Hazelwood of the New 

England Synod of the ELCA will be there in time for Eucharist at the end. Kathryn Buttrick will 

invite the St. James senior warden to speak about their experience. Lucy Crichton will organize a 

car pool from Concord. Those interested should meet at St. Paul’s Church, Concord, at 2:15 p.m. 

 

Sharing and Discussion 

 

Bishop’s Time The Bishop reported on pastoral matters. He stated that the Diocese continues to explore ways 

to collaborate and find new ways to pursue God’s mission through partnerships between 

churches, agencies, and denominations. On Saturday, September 7, the Bishop ordained Steve 

Blackmer at the Church of the Woods in Canterbury; later in the day he participated in the Lake 

Winnipesaukee Relay Race. The House of Bishops will meet in Nashville September 19-24. The 

theme is “Transforming Loss into New Possibilities.” In response to a question from a Council 

member, the Bishop gave an update on the UTO.  

 

Safe Church Canon to the Ordinary Hannah Anderson reported that there are 18 new trainers, making it 

more convenient to hold regional trainings. Safe Church training now consists of a three-hour 

class, plus on-line work to be done ahead of time. It will be necessary to figure out a way to 

provide the pre-training to people who do not have access to the internet. It may be possible to 

loan DVDs to parishes. Hannah will check into this.  
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Kids 4 Peace Kate Atkinson reported that the Kids 4 Peace program is moving forward with plans for a New 

Hampshire camp to be held in August 2014. Two potential sites have been identified: Windsor 

Hills Camp and the Barbara Harris Center. Brochures are being printed and will be distributed at 

the multi-cultural festival in Concord later in September. It will be necessary to raise about 

$70,000 in order to run the program. Several faith communities have committed to raising 

$1,000. Parishes are encouraged to support the project.  

 

Ondjiva Project Gail Avery reported on her August trip to Angola. She and four others from New Hampshire 

visited the Ondjiva School, a past recipient of MDG funds, and the church which has received 

support from Church of Our Saviour, Milford. 

 

Children/Youth/Young Kurt Wiesner reported that he has met with the Bishop and will speak to the committee about 

Adult Task Force presenting at Convention. 

 

Convention The theme for the Diocesan Convention on November 1-2 will be “The Witness of Withness,” 

reflecting the belief that partnerships are the way forward for our mission. There will be a 

Convention Eucharist at St. Paul’s Church, Concord, on Friday evening, All Saints’ Day. The 

Saturday session will be at the Grappone Conference Center in Concord. There will be no 

outside speaker this year, but there will be time for fellowship, learning, and sharing. The Bishop 

will give an address on Friday evening and continue on Saturday. Saturday will also include a 

World Café in the morning and a discussion of resolutions. 

 

It was reported that there has been some concern at Convocation meetings about the two-day 

schedule, and the expense of staying in Concord overnight. There was also concern about a 

possible lack of time for fellowship on Friday night. These concerns will be addressed; there will 

be a time for fellowship and/or a program after the Eucharist. It is hoped that local parishioners 

will open their homes to guests. Council members are asked to encourage people to attend on 

Friday night and support this new chapter in the life of the Diocese.  

 

Mission Resources Benge Ambrogi’s Mission Resources report to Convention was available to Council and will be 

printed in the journal. The committee will meet with Fair Share recipients prior to the 

Evangelism Institute on September 21, from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m., in order to check in and learn 

how things are going. 

 

Pre-Convention Lakes Region, Central, and Seacoast have already met to go over the diocesan budget. Southern,  

Convocation Meetings Northern, and Western convocations will meet later in the month. If there are concerns, 

feedback should be given to the Bishop’s office, so that additional information and education 

can be provided, if necessary.  

 

2014 Budget Council still needs to approve the final draft of a budget. This can be done via email, or by a brief 

 vote at the October retreat. Kathryn Buttrick will send any proposed amendments to Margaret 

Porter after all convocations have met. The current budget draft is in the Preconvention Journal. 

 

Convocation Kitty Cornwell’s term as Seacoast lay representative will be up at the end of December. 

Someone else from Seacoast interested in the position; he would like to attend the retreat. 

Southern Convocation is also underrepresented; they are encouraged to send another 

representative.  
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Upcoming Events and Adjournment 

 

Spiritual Direction There will be a Spiritual Direction Exploration meeting at Hopkinton on Saturday, September 14, 

   from 10 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

Evangelism Institute The Evangelism Institute will be held at Lake Opechee Inn in Lakeport on Saturday, September   

21. Registration is now closed. About 65 people will attend. There will be panels and discussions 

regarding welcoming ministries, Come and See programs, etc.  

 

November 7 Event Pastor Nadia Bolz-Weber will be at Evensong at St. Paul’s School on November 7. It is not clear  

   yet whether guests will be invited to attend the service, but it is hoped that she will address the 

Diocese sometime that day. She recently appeared on NPR’s On Being. She is the Lutheran 

pastor of the House for All Sinner and Saints in Denver and has been called the “face of the 

Emerging Church.” The Bishop will send out more information regarding the event. 

 

November  The retreat will take the place of a regular meeting in October. At the November 14 meeting,  

Meeting Kate Atkinson will provide snacks. 

 

Closing The Bishop led closing devotions on “Forgiveness” from Daily Prayer for All Seasons. The 

meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Carol Twomey 

Secretary 

 

 


