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Diocesan Council 
Grace Episcopal Church, East Concord  

October 8, 2015 
 

Present: Hannah Anderson, Kate Atkinson, Ray Bonin, Richard Davenport, Bill Exner, Gloria Gallant, Nancy 
Hunt, Terry Knowles, Jack Lewis, Charles Montgomery, Kevin Nichols, Margaret Porter, Sue Poulin, Alice 
Roberts, Carol Twomey, Jason Wells. Guest: Elizabeth Rotch. 

 
Opening 

 

The meeting opened at 4:04 p.m. Kate Atkinson led devotions – a selection from Daily Prayers for All Seasons. 
 

Minutes 
 

Kate Atkinson moved that the minutes of the September meeting be accepted as presented. Jason Wells 
seconded. Motion carried. 
 

Trip to Ondjiva, Angola 
 

Canon Hannah Anderson and Elizabeth Rotch of Church of Our Saviour, Milford, reported on a recent trip to 
Ondjiva, Angola, and several other places in Africa. While in Ondjiva, they continued to form and deepen 
relationships with an Anglican congregation there. This spiritual partnership goes back to 2006. Several trips 
have been made to Angola and another is being planned for the future. 
 

Mission Resources Committee Report 
 

The Mission Resources Committee met on Tuesday, October 6. Recent grants have been made to St. Paul’s, 
Lancaster, and St. Mark’s, Groveton. Some funds have been returned by Holy Spirit, Plymouth. The Fair Share 
Adjustment schedule has been set for 2016. There is an updated application on the diocesan website; 
applications are due on January 28, 2016.  Meetings will be held on Wednesday, February 3, and Saturday, 
February 13. 
 

Budget 
 

Kevin Nichols reported that the proposed 2016 budget has been presented to most convocations, and will be 
presented to Central and Southern in the near future. There has been a good response to the way it is tied to 
diocesan priorities. 
 

Retreat 
 

The Diocesan Council retreat will be held on Saturday, November 14, at the St. Methodios Faith and Heritage 
Center in Contoocook. It will begin at 9:00 with brunch and end at about 3:00 or 3:30.  Margaret Porter will 
meet with the Bishop to set the agenda. The focus of the retreat will be areas of lay ministry within and 
beyond the church.  
 

Canon Anderson’s report 
 

Canon Hannah Anderson reported on various clergy transitions. 
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Compensation and Benefits Team/Finance Committee Report 

 

Kevin Nichols reported on the work of the Compensation and Benefits Team. A subgroup has looked at the 
plans offered and the options available. The Team and Finance Committee recommend adding an Anthem 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield EPO80 plan for 2016. They recommend that the diocesan staff be offered the EPO80 
plan, and congregations decide which plan to offer their clergy. Jack Lewis moved to approve the 
recommendation of the Compensation and Benefits Committee and the Finance Committee to adopt EPO80 
as the base level health insurance for diocesan clergy and eligible lay staff and their recommendation to pay 
the net cost of EPO80 for health insurance for eligible clerical and lay staff of Diocesan House. The committees 
and Gloria Gallant, Finance Officer, were thanked for their efforts. 
 

Topics for December and Future Meetings 
 

Council needs to discuss campus ministry. The Bishop has spoken with Michael Bradley (UNH) and Guy Collins 
(Dartmouth) about their work. Ministries at Plymouth and Keene also need to be considered. December would 
also be an ideal time to hear about other areas of work with youth and young adults.  
 

The annual Housing Resolution should be voted on in December. 
   

Kevin Nichols reminded Council that the group needs to stay strong; therefore, Convocations are encouraged 
to elect their best leaders. 
 

Closing 
 

The meeting closed at 5:52 p.m. with a prayer led by Bill Exner. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Carol Twomey 
Secretary 


