
 
 

June 20, 2016 

 

Dear Convention Delegates,  

 

Welcome to the 214th Annual Convention of the Episcopal Church of New Hampshire!  

 

Jesus wants us to have life, and to have life in abundance, shaken down, pressed together, and 

running over.  In other words, He wants us to flourish.  This will be the theme of our time 

together this year at Convention: to flourish on the Vine that is Jesus Christ.  

 

We flourish when we are living in the knowledge that, baptized by water into Jesus’ triumph 

over death, we are free to live without fear or shame.  We flourish when we are bold to bear 

witness to the news that God’s power of love expels us from places of isolation into the world 

with our arms outstretched and our hands open to serve.  Flourishing is not about cowering from 

the pain of the world, rather, flourishing is a flowing out from the depths of God’s heart to heal a 

broken and pain-filled world. 

 

New Hampshire Episcopalians are flowing out into every corner of our society:  business, law, 

medicine and health care, environmental conservation, government, prisons, public service, 

education, transportation, the military, science, media, music and the arts. There is nowhere we, 

the members of the “Episcopal Branch of the Jesus Movement,” have not been sent.  And yet, do 

we go in the sure and certain knowledge that we are walking in the light of God?  How are we 

changing the places where we live and work into places where God’s desire for us to flourish 

takes root and grows? Lay or ordained, this is our calling. 

 

I see three qualities in congregations and people who are flourishing:    

 

1) They are open to sacrifice. They loosen their grip on what they hold most precious - 

money, buildings, even their lives - to make way for the new thing God is doing in 

their lives and communities.  Like Jesus’ arms, their arms are extended, open to 

God’s infinite possibility. 

2) They are concerned about what’s real: life and death, flesh and blood, stuff.  They are 

don’t fret over parochial minutiae. They are careful about liturgy without fussing over 

things that seem like secret handshakes. And, they are passionate about making God’s 

love real to the communities in which God has called them. Upholding the dignity of 

every person leads us into conflict as we contend against so much that is unjust, cruel, 

and violent in our world. And so… 



3) They have heart: they love their God, God’s people, God’s creation, like crazy, even 

if and when it hurts.  They lean on the power of God to heal, to forgive, and to rise. 

 

New Hampshire Episcopalians have influence beyond our numbers. This is not because we have 

a reputation for being part of an old-timey, respected, once prestigious denomination.  As 

residents of the state with the lowest religious observance in the Union, we can’t claim any of 

that privilege any more. Please thank God for that. Our flourishing is not the result of any 

cultural legacy.  If we flourish, it is only because we find our life on the Tree of Life, the Cross, 

where we meet the needs of the world with the light of Christ radiating from us. 

 

This year’s Convention will be a time for us to share stories of our flourishing.  Where are the 

places in our personal lives where it’s obvious that the Vine we tend is bearing abundant fruit?  

Where do we need to do some pruning, or even transplanting, to bear more fruit?  Who in our 

communities are not flourishing because of the scourge of addiction, exploitation, lack of 

opportunity, violence? These questions apply to our all lives as ministers of Jesus, lay and 

ordained, individually and congregationally.   

 

So this will be an exciting Convention of reflection, storytelling, and inspiration as we commit to 

growing in the abundant, extravagant and overflowing life Jesus promises us. Please join us for 

the 214
th

 Annual Diocesan Convention on Saturday, November 5, 2016 at the Grappone Center 

in Concord. 

 

 

Faithfully yours,  

 

+Rob 

 

The Rt. Rev. A. Robert Hirschfeld 

Bishop of New Hampshire 

 

Registration for Convention will begin in August. For more information about the Convention, 

please click here: www.nhepiscopal.org/convention 

 

http://www.nhepiscopal.org/convention

