
NOMINATIONS FOR ELECTION 

 

NOTE: On Saturday morning, November 7, all nominees are asked to be present at the 

Grappone Conference Center in Concord to meet and greet delegates beginning at 8 a.m. giving 

delegates an opportunity to ask questions. 

 

TREASURER OF CONVENTION 

 

From the NH Constitution and Canons: 

Constitution Article IX.  Treasurer of the Convention. 

Section 1. A Treasurer shall be elected at each annual session of the Convention for a term that 

continues until the next annual session of the Convention. A vacancy in the office of Treasurer 

shall be filled by the ecclesiastical authority for the remainder of the term. The Treasurer shall be 

a member of the Convention ex officio with voice and vote. 

 

Section 2. The Treasurer shall oversee the receipt and disbursement of all moneys collected 

under authority of the Convention of which the collection and appropriation shall not be 

otherwise specifically ordered. The Treasurer’s accounts shall be rendered annually to the 

Convention after having been audited. 

 

Nominee: Christopher J. (Chris) Porter 

Congregation: St. Stephen’s Church, Pittsfield 

 

How are you called to this ministry? 
Having served as Treasurer of Convention for several years, I remain committed to 

ensuring fiscal responsibility and transparency in the diocesan budgeting process. As 

Treasurer, I have a seat on the Diocesan Finance Committee, where I am currently 

the chairman. My goal, and the committee’s, is to match budget priorities with the 

mission of the diocese and our Bishop’s unfolding vision. Over the years I’ve also 

served on other boards, overseeing annual budget -- as Sr. Warden at St. Stephen’s, 

board chair at CATCH Neighborhood Housing and on a municipal budget 

committee. 

 

THE STANDING COMMITTEE 

 

From the NH Constitution and Canons: 

Canon 2.Section 5: 

5.1 Membership. 

 (a) There shall be a Standing Committee composed of three canonically resident 

members of  the clergy in good standing and three lay persons who are adult communicants in 

good  standing in their respective congregations and are confirmed or received in The Episcopal 

 Church. 

 (b) Convention shall elect, at its annual session, one clergy and one lay member to serve 

terms of  three years. 

 (c) No person, clergy or lay, who has served six consecutive years on the Standing 

Committee is  eligible for re-election until at least one year has elapsed. 



5.2 Officers. As soon as possible following an annual session of Convention members of the 

Standing Committee shall meet to choose a president and a secretary. 

 

5.3 To advise the bishop. The Standing Committee shall be a council of advice to the bishop. It 

shall meet at the request of the bishop or the president or any four members of the Standing 

Committee. 

5.4 Vacancy in the episcopate. In case of a vacancy in the episcopate, the Standing Committee is 

the ecclesiastical authority of the diocese, except as otherwise provided by the canons of The 

Episcopal Church or this diocese. 

 

5.5 Authority to fill vacancies. Except as otherwise provided in these canons, the Standing 

Committee has the authority to fill any vacancy that may occur in any office elected by 

Convention. A person so appointed shall serve until a successor is elected at the next annual 

session of Convention 

. 

5.6 Authority of Convention. The Standing Committee, acting with the bishop, if there is one, 

shall have the authority and responsibilities of Convention between its annual sessions, except as 

otherwise provided in these canons, and shall be accountable to Convention. 

 

Clerical Order Nominee:  

Nominee: The Rev. Rob Stevens 

Congregation: St. John’s, Portsmouth  

  

How are you called to this ministry? 

I wish to be helpful to the wider church. I have served as Rector of St. 

John’s for 11 years. After being approached by two different priests in 

the diocese, I prayerfully discerned not only a willingness but a desire to 

serve in this capacity.   

 

 

 

 

 

Lay Order Nominee: 

Nominee: J. Robert Cotton   

Congregation: St. Thomas, Hanover 

 

How are you called to this ministry? 
I wish to serve God and His Church in whatever form and manner He, 

and those He places in leadership positions within the Church, call me 

to.  I was raised a Roman Catholic and have been a member of the 

Episcopal Church since 1979.  I have been a member of St. Paul’s 

Church in Concord since 1984.  In the parish I have served on the Vestry 

and as Treasurer.  I have also served as a Lay Eucharistic Minister and 

Lay Reader and have been an EFM Mentor.  At the Diocesan level, I 

have served as a Diocesan Trustee and as Secretary to the Trustees for 



over 25 years.  I also currently serve as a member of the Commission on Constitution and 

Canons.  In the wider Church, I am a life vowed Brother in the Companions of St. Luke, OSB, an 

Episcopal Benedictine Religious Community and am the former Abbot of the Community. I live 

in Concord with my wife, have three grown daughters, am a former partner in a large Concord 

law firm and currently work as a Senior Vice President and Senior Regional Credit Officer for a 

large regional bank.  As the past Abbot of a Religious Community, I recognize the challenges 

and opportunities of leading a dynamic and diverse religious organization.  I also understand the 

value of having caring and trusted advisors to listen and to share their wisdom.  I hope that my 

diverse experiences and my desire to serve and help will make me a worthy addition to the 

Standing Committee.  

 

THE COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

From the NH Constitution and Canons: 

Canon 2.Section 3: 

3.1 Finance Committee. 

 (a) There shall be a Finance Committee of the diocese with the following membership: 

  (1) the treasurer of Convention; 

  (2) one member of the Trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Church in New   

    Hampshire, appointed by that body, and 

  (3) three members elected by Convention; and 

  (4)  at least two additional persons, appointed by Diocesan Council, who are clergy  

    resident in the diocese or lay communicants in good standing in their 

respective      congregations. 

 (b) The bishop shall appoint a chairperson of the committee, who may be the chief financial 

officer  of the diocese, without vote, or a member of the committee with vote. 

 

3.2 Terms. Terms of members shall be three years, renewable once, except that initial terms shall 

be arranged in a manner allowing one-third of the committee members to be appointed each year. 

 

3.3 Duties. The Finance Committee shall prepare for Diocesan Council’s review and approval, in 

advance of the annual session of Convention, the diocesan budget for the year following. The 

budget shall include: 

 (a) the bishop’s compensation and the expenses of the episcopate; and  

 (b) the expenses of Convention and the diocese, including all diocesan programs. 

 

3.4 Budget approval. The budget, which shall be published prior to the annual session of 

Convention, may be amended and must be approved by a majority vote of Convention. The 

approved budget shall be in effect from January 1 to December 31of the year following. 

 

3.5 Budget changes. Diocesan Council shall have the responsibility and authority to make 

changes in the annual budget between sessions of Convention. 

 

3.6 Budget funding. Immediately following the annual session of Convention, the Finance 

Committee shall notify all congregations of the minimum level of giving necessary for the work 



of the diocese and of The Episcopal Church, the amount of their assessment, and other 

information necessary for understanding the diocesan budget. 

 

3.7 Audit of accounts. All accounts of the diocese shall be audited annually by an independent 

certified public accountant. 

 

 

Nominee: Kim Bock (re-elect to second term)  

Congregation: Church of Our Savior, Milford 

 

How are you called to this ministry? 

I have been involved with my parish as treasurer, past treasurer and 

member of the finance committee for the last 10 years.  My parish has 

faced financial difficulties and the executive committee with the help of 

the finance committee developed plans that were fully supported by the 

congregation to revitalize our parish.  This experience has allowed me to 

fill a unique position on the Diocesan Finance Committee for the past 

three years and bring another voice to the table, one that is intimately aware of the struggles 

small parishes face and the possibilities for revitalization and recovery. 

 

 

GENERAL CONVENTION DEPUTIES FOR 2018 

 

At the annual convention prior to the year preceding the year in which there is a General 

Convention, the convention shall elect four clergy and four laypersons to act as Deputies from 

this diocese to the General Convention. No fewer than eight in the clerical order and eight in the 

lay order may be nominated. After four clergy and four lay deputies are elected, four clergy and 

four lay alternate deputies shall be elected. Clergy deputies shall be priests or deacons 

canonically resident in this diocese. Lay deputies shall be adult confirmed communicants in this 

diocese. 

 

Before the General Convention to which they are elected to serve, the deputies and alternates 

meet regularly to prepare for the convention. 

 

2018 GENERAL CONVENTION DEPUTATION NOMINEES 

 

Clerical Deputy Nominees: 

 

Clergy Nominee (1): The Rev. Kate Atkinson 

Congregation: St. Paul’s Church, Concord 

 

How are you called to this ministry?  

I attended General Convention for the first time in 2015. As a new Clergy 

Deputy I used my time in Salt Lake City as a learning opportunity, 

attending as many open committee meetings and hearings as possible, and 

researching carefully the resolutions we voted on in the daily sessions. I 



was particularly fascinated by the theme of a mobile church – of devising new and creative ways 

to minister in the world and respond to the needs of a changing society. This theme resonated 

throughout our discussions in both Houses; it featured during our times of worship, and it 

inspired our informal conversations. It’s also dear to the heart of our Presiding Bishop!  

 

There are so many remarkable efforts in our Diocese to “follow Jesus into the neighborhood.” I 

value the opportunity to both share those with the wider church, and to gather new ideas for 

developing our own ministries and missions.  

 

 

Clergy Nominee (2): The Rev. Gail Avery  

Congregation: St. Thomas, Dover 

 

How are you called to this ministry?  

For the last three Conventions, I’ve made it a priority to attend because I 

love to witness (as well as understand) the workings of the Church. Our 

delegation works tirelessly – convening each morning with appointed 

committees before the legislative sessions begin. I am ready and willing 

to serve our Diocese in this capacity.  

 

From the onset, my ministry has had a global focus. For 7+ years I 

participated in the Maritime Ministry, a full immersion in multi-

cultural/interfaith relations. During that time, I learned the importance of 

being tethered to the Church as I served seafarers from all over the world. Mission work in South 

Africa, Namibia, and Angola has shown me the relevancy of the Anglican Church in reaching 

those at the “end of the road.” Experience on Synod and Diocesan Council also has given me a 

broader sense of our church’s polity, priorities, and call in the Jesus Movement.  

 

 

Clergy Nominee (3): The Rev. Richard Davenport  

Congregation: St. Stephen’s, Colebrook/St. Barnabas, Berlin 

 

How are you called to this ministry?  
My sense of call to be a Deputy is rooted in my love for, and 

experiences serving, our Church. I’m North Country Missioner, Vicar 

of St. Stephen’s, Colebrook, and Rector of St. Barnabas, Berlin.  I’m 

Co-convener of the Northern Convocation, and Clergy representative to 

Diocesan Council. I serve on the Clergy Continuing Education and 

Prison Concerns Committees.  At the last two General Conventions, I 

monitored and reported on legislative sessions for the Deputation.  In 

2014 I represented our Diocese at The Kansas City Consultation on Same-Sex Marriage, hosted 

by the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music (SCLM), which gathered leaders from 

around the Anglican Communion, our ecumenical partners, and 25 dioceses where civil same-

sex marriage was then legal.  These experiences have prepared me to take my place in the 

“Councils of the Church”.   

 



 

Clergy Nominee (4): The Rev. Janet Lombardo 

Congregation: Trinity, Claremont 

 

How are you called to this ministry?  
I was ordained in New Hampshire 18 years ago and have lived in New 

Hampshire for over 20 years.  I have a Doctorate of Ministry in 

Congregational Development, as well as Masters degrees in Divinity 

and Education.  I have served various churches around the state, 

currently as Interim Rector of Trinity Episcopal and Prince of Peace 

Lutheran, Claremont, NH.  I have worked previously as a Hospice 

Chaplain, and I do volunteer hospice ministry in the NH State Prison.  I currently serve on the 

Mission Advisory Team, Diocesan Council, and Clergy Development Committee.  I have served 

on Clergy Compensation and the Diocesan Reimagining Team, and I have been the Chair of 

Mission Resources.  As a church, we face many challenges.  It is my belief that if we can let go 

of our fears, new ways of being church will emerge.  It would be my honor and privilege to 

represent the Church of New Hampshire at our National Convention. 

 

 

Clergy Nominee (5): The Rev. Canon Kevin Nichols 

Congregation: Diocesan Ministry  

 

How are you called to this ministry?  
My service on TREC - Task Force to Reimagine the Episcopal Church 

taught me about the complex realities, urgent needs and enormous 

possibilities before the Episcopal Church. I was honored to serve on TREC 

with Bishop Michael Curry.  It was during that time of envisioning that I 

first heard his vision of the Jesus Movement.  It would be an honor for me 

to serve as a Deputy to General Convention to continue the fine work that 

has allowed this vision to flourish. 

 

I believe my prior experience in the Church of NH and my current role as Canon for Mission 

Resources/CFO offers unique skills and insights for this important work.  Lastly, I believe that 

the remarkable mission and ministry that is taking shape in New Hampshire needs to be shared 

with the wider church as well.  I would be honored to represent the Diocese in this broader 

"Tending the Vine." 

 

Ministry Experience: 

 

 Canon for Mission Resources / CFO - 3/2014 - present 

 Rector, St. Andrew's, Hopkinton - 10/2006 - 3/2014 

 Bi-vocational Rector. St. Stephen's, Pittsfield 9/2000 - 10/2006 (FT - Banking Market 

Manager, Sealed Air Corporation) 

 PT Assistant, Christ Church Exeter, 1/2000 - 8/2000 

 TREC (2012-2015) 

 Standing Committee, President (10/2012 - 2/2014) 



 Chair, Bishop Search Committee 

 Diocesan Council Central Convocation Convener  

 Clergy Compensation Committee 
 

 

Clergy Nominee (6): The Rev. Sue Poulin 

Congregation: St. John the Baptist, Sanbornville  

 

How are you called to this ministry?  
God calls us to be one body in Christ. A skill set of clear communication 

with a focus on bridge building and justice, continues to push me to 

leadership positions. Serving on the Mission Resource Committee, The 

Bishop Search Committee, The Advisory Committee, Clergy 

Compensation Committee, as well as having served on Diocesan Council 

and as the Convener of the Lakes Region Convocation reflect leadership.   

The Church is a changing and dynamic place.  How we live into these 

moments, how to lean into where God is calling us, matters.  There is so 

much Good News, so many ways the spirit is at work. I believe the 

church needs to change and move as our world does. I have spent my life 

working on spiritual formation and transitions myself, with others, and 

leading communities.  I would look forward to the opportunity to participate in the primary 

governing and legislative body of the Episcopal Church.    

 

 

Clergy Nominee (7): The Rev. Kelly Sundberg Seaman 

Congregation: St. Andrew’s, New London/Epiphany, Newport 

 

How are you called to this ministry?  
As a priest shared between one of our diocese’s smallest and one of its 

larger parishes—and as Episcopal chaplain to DHMC—I bring a 

perspective on how God is calling us to be the church in all sorts of places. 

Formerly a writer and editor on Dartmouth’s communications team, 

working with words—and on deadline—is familiar, and I’m adept at 

untangling complicated documents, valuable skills in dealing with the 

volume of words General Convention processes. I’m eager to share news 

and stories from Convention, including via social media. And not least, I 

have faith that the Holy Spirit can even move through parliamentary 

procedure. 

 

Before ordination, I served as a vestry member and clerk, parish stewardship co-chair (twice), 

Diocesan convention delegate, Lay Leadership School instructor, and assistant chaplain to 

Dartmouth’s Episcopal student center. I’m an EfM graduate and trained mentor, and a Safe 

Church trainer for the diocese. 

 

  



Clergy Nominee (8): The Rev. Jane W. Van Zandt 

Congregation: Grace, Manchester 

 

How are you called to this ministry?  
Since 1979, I’ve worked as an official volunteer at six General 

Conventions in various capacities in order to learn more about how our 

National Church works.  Listening to debates in the House of Bishops and 

House of Deputies, staffing booths in the exhibit hall, participating in 

Daily Office and Eucharist each day, and attending open hearings (and 

occasionally speaking) not only helped me to learn, but enabled me to 

meet people from every Province and hear their stories.  This past 

Convention I was an Alternate Deputy, which was especially meaningful 

to me for three reasons: I had the opportunity to sit and vote when one of 

our deputation needed time off, it was the first paperless Convention – all electronic, and 

+Michael Curry was elected Presiding Bishop!  I look forward to being an active participant in 

the next Convention as well in, 2018. 

 

 

Clergy Nominee (9): The Rev. Jason Wells 

Congregation: Grace, Concord 

 

How are you called to this ministry?  
As a deputy to the 2015 General Convention, I testified to legislation 

based on witness from you, the people and parishes of New Hampshire. 

With your input, I spoke on wide-ranging issues including death penalty 

repeal, communion before baptism, paid family leave for our lay and 

clergy employees. I was also a member of the legislative committee on 

Ecumenical and Interreligious Relations. Prior to this Convention, I 

served as an alternate deputy to the 2012 General Convention and am 

currently a member of the National Executive Council of the Episcopal 

Peace Fellowship. With your support, I will again listen carefully to the experiences of New 

Hampshire Episcopalians and bring them with me to the 2018 General Convention decision-

making. 

  

 

Lay Deputy Nominees: 

 

Lay Nominee (1): Sarah S. Ambrogi 

Congregation: St. Matthew’s, Goffstown 

 

How are you called to this ministry?  
I would be honored to serve again as a deputy to General Convention for 

the 2018 Convention.  In serving, I will be able to draw on my legal 

background and on my knowledge of the challenges facing the ministry 

of the Episcopal Church today which I have gained through my 

volunteer service at both the diocesan and parish levels.  I believe that 



this knowledge and experience will allow me to contribute positively to work of the General 

Convention.  I was honored in 2015 to be able to speak at both committee meetings and on the 

floor of the House of Deputies on various matters, and I would hope as a second time deputy to 

be able serve on a committee and contribute to the development of resolutions that will address 

issues important to both the wider church and to us in the Episcopal Church of New Hampshire. 

 

 

Lay Nominee (2): Gloria E. Gallant 

Congregation: St. James, Laconia 

 

How are you called to this ministry?   

The General Convention is the place where the future of our Episcopal 

Church’s governance, financial priorities and policy decisions are made. 

I believe I can bring a strong background in finance and deep knowledge 

of New Hampshire’s parishes to the Convention as a Lay Deputy.  In 

addition to serving as Treasurer and Vestry member at St. James, 

Laconia, I’ve served on several nonprofit boards and applied my 

background to many financial roles. Participating in EfM helped me to 

clarify what I want to contribute to the Church, and helped me discern 

financial work as my lay ministry. I now serve the Diocese of NH as 

Finance Manager, interacting with the Bishop, Canons, Diocesan Staff, 

Trustees, clergy, vestry members, and staff of the congregations within New Hampshire.  I 

would be honored to represent the people and parishes of the Episcopal Church of New 

Hampshire at General Convention in 2018. 

 

 

Lay Nominee (3): Marti Hunt 

Congregation: St. Andrew’s, Hopkinton 

 

 How are you called to this ministry?   

I feel called to this ministry due to a growing spiritual awareness that I 

have a strong voice and can be effective in larger arenas. 

 

I am involved with social justice issues on a parish and diocesan level. I 

was chosen one of the Rockwood Leadership Institute's Death Penalty 

Fellows in 2012 and expanded my experience and contacts beyond the 

diocese and state.  

 

My social justice work is sustained by a deep spiritual life.  As a member 

of the Society of the Companions of the Holy Cross, I have met a diverse 

group of lay and ordained women from around the country.  I am committed to our vocation 

statement to pray and work for transformation within myself, faith communities, and the whole 

creation. 

 

I believe that with God's help, I will be an effective delegate from the Episcopal Church of New 

Hampshire to the 2018 General Convention.  



Lay Nominee (4): Yvonne Jenkins 

Congregation: St. Barnabas, Berlin 

 

How are you called to this ministry?  
An active member of St. Barnabas Church, Berlin for 15 years, I have 

served as a Vestry member, Sunday School teacher, and delegate to the 

Northern Convocation. I often find myself in the capacity of organizer, 

planner, and spokesperson, but I feel my true gifts are in the doing. My 

strength is in pulling people together to make things happen. Often 

times I can be too enthusiastic, but I believe that all things are possible 

with God. Now retired, I am listening carefully to where God is calling 

me. My 20 years of experience in the public school system has fostered 

a sense of compassion in me that is searching for a home. I am excited 

about the Bishop's work with underprivileged youth, and the work of the 

Prison Concerns Committee. I feel that attending the General 

Convention will open my eyes, ears, and heart to a new level of engagement. 

 

 

Lay Nominee (5): Rita Mac Auslan 

Congregation: Faith, Merrimack 

 

How are you called to this ministry?  

I am a teacher and a writer. I have also been a financial planner. I am a 

convert from Judaism to Christianity. I have been Episcopalian since 

before my baptism. I have served Faith Church as a religious school 

teacher, vestry member, Treasurer, and member of the choir. I am also 

a Lay Ecumenical Minister and Lector at Faith Church. At the diocese 

level, I am a Co-Convener for Southern Convocation. I am called to 

learn and to teach what I learn. Currently, I am in my second year of 

Education for Ministry. I believe that I will enhance my ministry by 

learning more about the Episcopal Church at the national level as a 

Deputy to General Convention. What I learn, I can and will share so 

that others in the diocese may better understand and appreciate the work and workings of the 

national church.  

 

 

Lay Nominee (6): Margaret Porter 

Congregation: St. Stephen’s, Pittsfield 

 

How are you called to this ministry?  
All my life I’ve been entwined with the church, encountering the multitude 

of persons called into the ministry of the baptized, here in New Hampshire 

and beyond—a gifted and godly fellowship that inspires, guides, and 

challenges me. My service to this diocese includes participation as Lay 

Deputy at three General Conventions (2009, 2012, 2015), and during the 

most recent one I chaired a House of Deputies Legislative Committee. 



Currently I am a member of our Standing Committee, the Committee on Mission Resources, and 

I continue to serve as moderator of Diocesan Council. I was appointed vice chair of our latest 

Bishop Search Committee and was elected to represent Central Convocation on the prior one. 

Within my parish I have represented St. Stephen’s as a convention/convocation delegate, steered 

our Stewardship Committee, helped with Outreach, published the Parish History to coincide with 

our 150
th

 Anniversary, edited a newsletter, and presently administer our website. 

 

 

Lay Nominee (7): Marilyn Weir 

Congregation: All Saints, Peterborough 

  

How are you called to this ministry?  

Most simply I am called because I was asked — by a member of the 

nominating committee. Like other ministries I have been asked to do, I 

had to take time to learn about the responsibilities involved, then step 

back and contemplate the answer. Do I have the gifts needed to serve, 

can I commit, does something stir inside me saying, “Yes.” I have been 

a member of All Saints’ Church since the fall of 2007. I’ve been a 

member of the Altar Guild since I was asked in the spring of 2008. I 

felt called to be reaffirmed that fall and was. That same fall I began the 

Education for Ministry (EfM) journey, completed the course, and have mentored for four years. I 

just completed my fifth training. 

 

I have served on the Vestry, which included an interim period and search for a new rector. I am 

a member of the Healing Prayer Ministry. I have served as assistant editor of our church 

newsletter, served on the Welcoming Ministry, sung with the choir for our Festival of Lessons 

and Carols, and helped out in other ways when needed. I am a respectful listener and a 

contemplative thinker. I appreciate hearing different perspectives and viewpoints and engaging 

in honest and open discussion. Most importantly, Jesus Christ lives in my heart. To serve Christ 

through the ministries of the Episcopal Church that I’ve grown to love is a great honor and 

calling.  

 

 

Lay Nominee (8): Peter Cross 

Congregation: All Saints, Peterborough 

 

How are you called to this ministry? 
The opportunity to serve as one of your lay deputies to General 

Convention has long been a dream. I was christened, confirmed, and 

married to my wife, Charlotte, in Calvary Episcopal Church, Flemington, 

NJ.  During our 51 years of marriage we have been communicants in 

large and small congregations throughout the country. That has made me 

appreciate the many traditions and needs within our church. After 

graduating from the University of Minnesota I served as a Navy pilot 

and witnessed first-hand the casualties of the “cold war.” of war. I later 

earned an MBA from New York University, and went on to become 



CEO of a major life insurance company. I have served on several vestries in churches large and 

small, as well as a member of our own Commission on Ministry. I currently serve on the Vestry 

of St James in Keene. 

 

 

 


