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The first order of business for the office this year was a new (interim) registrar learning her way around 

the basement rooms that are the archives of the Episcopal Church of New Hampshire. There is, in fact, a 

clearly labeled layout of the space; the challenge is learning to locate files without having to refer to the 

map every time. 

The registrar/archivist maintains the records and materials that come down from the Bishop’s office. In 

addition, this year we have added two notebooks kept by the Bishop John T. Dallas, and an honorary 

degree he received from Norwich University, from a family in Durham through the Rev. Michael 

Bradley, St. George’s, Durham. Anne Milne helped us fill some gaps in the collection of journals and 

directories. We are still trying to determine where to put the contents of many boxes from Trinity Church, 

Tilton, which closed this year. 

We welcome material such as updates of parish histories, church anniversary celebrations, and bylaws for 

the diocesan archives. Because space is extremely limited, those with materials that might seem 

appropriate for the archives should contact the registrar before sending them to Concord. We strongly 

encourage local churches to keep their own records, including photographs, programs and service 

booklets, of celebrations, special services, outreach activities and community events, and names of clergy 

and the dates they served. 

Much of the time of the archivist/registrar is spent researching requests from diocesan staff, churches, and 

individuals. A caller has an elderly relative seeking to reconnect with a former rector. A church where 

there had been several short-term interim clergy wants help in confirming their names and dates of 

service. The Standing Committee wants to know about the start of the Diocesan Advance Fund. The 

Canon for Mission Resources seeks information about when certain churches closed, the disposition of 

the property, copies of trusts, deeds, records of endowment funds. A Baptist clergyman from 

Massachusetts is trying to remember the name of an Episcopal boys’ camp that ran in New Hampshire in 

the 1970s.  

If there is a down side to such work, it is only how easy it is to become engrossed in the search, turning 

the page in, for example, an old Episcopal Churchman, and becoming distracted by unrelated but 

fascinating facts and stories therein. 

The previous occupant of this office had begun transcribing resolutions presented at conventions since 

1802. With all the resolutions in one document, it will be far easier to track the history of particular issues 

brought before the conventions, including social issues and all amendments to the diocesan canons and 

constitution. We have not yet taken up that task, but expect to do so. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Elizabeth Rotch, Interim Registrar 

  

Episcopal Church of New Hampshire 

List of Record Groups and Numerical Designations 

 
Record Group 1 Records of the Episcopate 
Record Group 2 Records of the Diocesan Convention 
Record Group 3 Records of Finance, Trustees 
Record Group 4 Records of the Chancellor 
Record Group 5 Records of the Registrar 
Record Group 6 Records of the Standing Committee 
Record Group 7 Records of the Diocesan Council 
Record Group 8 Records of Ad-Hoc, Special Areas 
Record Group 9 Records of the Bishop, Diocesan Staff, Newspaper 
Record Group 10 Records of Parishes & Missions 

Record Group 11 Record Collection of Clergy and Laity in Diocese 
Record Group 12 Records of Diocesan Organizations 
Record Group 13 Diocesan-Related Schools 
Record Group 14 Ancillary Episcopal Organizations (in Diocese) 
Record Group 15 Agencies Related to Episcopal Church (beyond Diocese) 
Record Group 16 Architectural Records 
Record Group 17 Audio-Visual Records, Photographs 
Record Group 18 Artifact Collection 
Record Group 19 Miscellaneous 

 

 


