
CONVOCATION REPORTS TO CONVENTION 

CENTRAL CONVOCATION 

Grace Church, E. Concord; St. Paul’s, Concord; St. John the Evangelist, Dunbarton; St. Andrew’s, 

Hopkinton; St. Stephen’s, Pittsfield; Holy Cross, Weare 

Central Convocation met on September 12, 2017 for a presentation from the Reverend Canon 

Kevin Nichols and Gloria Gallant on the proposed diocesan budget.  The meeting was held at 

Holy Cross-Weare. 

 

On February 6, 2018, the meeting was held at St. Paul's Church and Becky Berk, Executive 

Director of Breakthrough Manchester was the guest speaker 

The March 13, 2018 meeting was cancelled due to a major snowstorm. 

 

On April 10, 2018, Convocation met at St. John the Evangelist-Dunbarton and had a presentation 

on Substance Use in New Hampshire from Jake Berry from Jake Berry, Vice President of Policy 

for New Futures.  We note also that it was snowing quite heavily that evening!  Due to low 

attendance, the planned election of representatives to the diocesan council was not held. 

 

On June 12, 2018, Central Convocation met at St. John the Evangelist-Dunbarton and had a 

presentation from Edward Doyle of The Commission on "Our Kids."  We were all grateful that it 

was not snowing that night.  Convocation was advised that it has representation to the Diocesan 

Council. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Halpin Carter and Dan Andrus, Co Conveners 

  



SOUTHERN CONVOCATION 

Church of the Transfiguration, Derry; St. Matthew’s, Goffstown; St. Christopher’s, Hampstead; St. 

Peter’s, Londonderry; Grace, Manchester; St. Andrew’s, Manchester; Faith, Merrimack; Church of Our 

Savior, Milford; Church of the Good Shepard, Nashua; All Saints, Peterborough; St. David’s, Salem 

This year brought several significant changes to Southern Convocation. Our long-standing co-

convener, Rita MacAuslan, stepped down and Linnae Peterson was elected. We are grateful for 

Rita’s many years of able service in leading our convocation meetings. The Rev. Zac Harmon 

and Paul Murphy were elected to serve on Bishop’s Council. In an effort to make the most of our 

meetings, Southern Convocation has set aside time at each meeting to hear form our host 

congregation and time for our members to share their thoughts on a monthly question. This 

spring we were blessed with hearing from the Episcopal Service Corp interns at Assisi house 

about their experience, Bishop Hirschfeld shared his thoughts on joy, and Sarah and Benge 

Ambrogi reflected on General Convention. 

Respectfully submitted, Linnae Peterson  

 



LAKES REGION CONVOCATION 

 
St. Mark’s, Ashland, St. James, Laconia, Trinity, Meredith, Christ Church, North Conway, Holy 

Spirit, Plymouth, St. John’s, Sanbornville, St. Andrew’s, Tamworth, All Saints, Wolfeboro 

 

The Lakes Region Convocation meets on the first Tuesday of the month.  Our 2018 meeting 

report is below.  In September we will meet at St John the Baptist, Sanbornville and our final 

meeting for 2018 will be at Christ Church North Conway.    

 

Each parish is asked to share one highlight, one challenge and one promo for an upcoming event.  

The parish hosting the Convocation is responsible for providing food and drink, welcoming, 

opening prayer, taking minutes and compline. 

 

 February 2
nd

 Trinity Church, Meredith.  Tina Pickering outlined Our Kids programs 

throughout the Diocese. We had a general discussion of what each parish in our 

Convocation is doing to engage the low income and vulnerable youth of our area (s).   

 

 March 6
th

 All Saints Wolfeboro.  Sandi Johnson, Chair of All Saint’s Lord & Tailor 

Thrift Shop, led a discussion and tour of this store. The group discussed how we 

could do similar outreach programs in each of our churches.   

 

 May 2
nd

 St Andrews in the Valley, Tamworth. Bishop Rob Hirschfeld visited our 

meeting.  Andre Garcia from St James Laconia led a discussion on the question, 

“What is your church doing to help veterans and seniors in your community?” Bishop 

Rob asked the group, “How do we make decisions about our resources of time, 

treasure, and passion to bear witness to God’s love outside the church building?”  He 

also updated us on various programs both nationally and within our diocese.   

 

 June 5
th

 St Mark’s/Holy Spirit, Ashland.  Art Slocum led a discussion asking the 

group, “What is the one thing that we want to happen and need to happen at our 

church but can’t accomplish?”  A variety of issues were shared and discussed.   

 

The Lakes Region Convocation churches have begun to actively share issues, problems and 

successes for the improvement of each parish.  Discussions have yielded great ideas and led to 

new initiatives at several of our parishes.  We hope that this sharing will continue for the benefit 

of all.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Art Slocum, Co-Convener 

All Saints Wolfeboro  

 



WESTERN CONVOCATION 

St. Luke’s, Charlestown; Trinity, Claremont; Union, W. Claremont, St. Thomas, Hanover; St. 

James, Keene; St. Andrew’s, New London, Church of the Epiphany, Newport,  

St. John’s, Walpole 

 

In February we held elections. We re-elected as Co-Convenors Christine Kellett from St. 

Andrew's, New London and Peter Hope from Epiphany, Newport. For Diocesan Council we re-

elected the Charlie Montgomery as Lay Delegate. We elected the Rev. Richard Davenoport as 

Clergy Delegate, to replace the Rev. Kelly Sundberg Seaman who has left the Western 

Convocation area. We also discussed future meeting dates and topics. 

 

      In April we had planned to have a talk on Evangelism, to have been presented by the Rev. 

Jay MacLeod from St. Andrew's, New London. Unfortunately a bout with the flu prevented this. 

We plan to schedule this talk in early 2019. 

 

      Our next meetings will take place in September, in the form of a Black Heritage hike in the 

Newport Town Forest, an area where people of color settled long ago. 

 

      In October we will have a presentation by representatives of the Diocese on the Diocesan 

Budget, as well as the Resolutions, that will be considered at the November Diocesan 

Convention.  

 

      We thank all who have helped in the work of our Convocation, over many years. May we all 

continue this mission, helped by the Holy Spirit! 

 

Respectfully submitted, Peter Hope and Christine Kellett 

  



 SEACOAST CONVOCATION 

 
St. Thomas Church, Dover; St. George’s Church, Durham; Christ Church, 

Exeter; Trinity Church, Hampton; Christ Church, Portsmouth; St. John’s 

Church, Portsmouth. 
 

After a major rethinking of its mission and purpose in 2017, Seacoast Convocation began 

revitalizing its mission in 2018, sponsoring events to nourish our spiritual journey and help our 

constituent congregations deepen the quality of the ministries they offer their communities. 

After struggling in recent years to hold monthly meetings, whether or not there was significant 

agenda to cover, we decided that, beginning this year, we would hold meetings only when 

there is a focus to them: a speaker or topic of more than just legislative interest. While we 

would still have the pre-Convention meetings in the fall, we won’t have meetings just because 

it’s time to have a meeting. 

Accordingly, we engaged in a number of meaningful activities this year: 

• In Feb., at a meeting hosted by Trinity Church, Hampton, we welcomed and provided 

orientation for new delegates; and made plans for upcoming programs. Included would 

be joint outreach efforts, such as our “Ditty Bags for Seafarers” project and an 

emphasis on Christian Formation. We also spent some time in follow-up on our fall 

emphasis on Becoming the Beloved Community, having heard a presentation by Chris 

Dornin on The New Jim Crow. 

• In Apr., we offered the ChurchNext program, “Spirituality and Racial Justice,” 

featuring a video presentation by Presiding Bishop Michael Curry. This program, 

hosted by St. Thomas’, Dover, was well-received, and was commended to our 

congregations, one of which, Christ Church, Portsmouth, offered it locally. 

• In June, Linnae Peterson and Tina Pickering made a presentation at St. George’s, 

Durham, on “Christian Formation.” In it, they emphasized intergenerational formation 

as opposed to age-specific classes; “E-Formation” using media that can be accessed 

from home as well as at church; and such resources as “Messy Church,” which is an 

intergenerational evening held monthly in a number of churches, including St. John’s, 

Portsmouth. Peterson reminded us that there is a “spiritual language barrier” that makes 

incorporating Millennials particularly challenging: many have not grown up with the 

language of faith in their upbringing, and so terms we think are familiar are in fact 

foreign to them. 

• A “Blue Ocean Society” beach clean-up with a prayer service and pot-luck lunch was 

scheduled for Sept. 15 at Hampton Beach. 

 

In June, elections, postponed due to the ill health of our incumbent lay co-convener, were held: 

• The Rev. David “Chip” Robinson agreed to continue as clergy co-convener through Feb. 

2019. 

• Jerry Costanza, of St. George’s Durham, resigned as co-convener this spring due to ill 

health; Bob Main, of Trinity Church, Hampton, was elected to fulfill his unexpired term 

through Feb. 2019. 



• Our current Diocesan Council Representatives, Nancy Hunt and the Rev. Michael 

Bradley, will continue through the end of their current terms, which expire in 2019.  

 

We express our gratitude to all who have joined us in committing to the revitalization of this 

ministry. We look forward to a productive 2018/19 program year. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

The Rev. “Chip” Robinson and Bob Main, Co-Conveners 



NORTHERN CONVOCATION 
 

St. Barnabas, Berlin; St. Stephen’s, Colebrook; St. Mark’s, Groveton; St. Paul’s, Lancaster; 

Church of the Epiphany, Lisbon; All Saints’, Littleton; Church of the Messiah, N. Woodstock; St. 

Luke’s Woodsville 
 

We held three meetings, September 24, 2017, October 29, 2017 and June 24, 2018 

At our September 24th meeting we had Kevin Nichols and Gloria Gallant as our guest speakers.  

Kevin reviewed the 2018 Proposed Diocesan budget. He noted that the Proposed Budget calls for 

total revenues of $2,007,141 and expenses of $1,371,609 and a reserve of multi-year items and 

anticipated expenses of $35,539. This represents a decrease of $91,229 or 5% from the 2017 

budget. Over $39,000 of the decrease is from a reduction in Fair Share to congregations from 

16.5% to 15.9%. This reduction is in accord with the half a percent reduction in the support that 

the diocese provides to the wider Episcopal Church. 

At our October 29
th

 meeting we had Betsy Hess as our guest speaker.  Betsy went over 

Resolution #3. One part of the resolution is that we commit to learning about the history of 

slavery as it took place in New Hampshire and to become more familiar with the stories of our 

Black countrymen and women through a partnership with The Black Heritage Trail of New 

Hampshire, encouraging the sharing of these stories within and outside our communities. The 

Lenten invitation will be an “essential part of our work for racial justice, transformation and 

reconciliation”. We also reviewed Clergy Compensation. Everyone was asked to review the 

nominees.  

At our June 24, 2018 meeting the topic was General Convention which was held from July 3
rd

 to 

the 13
th

. Teresa explained that General Convention occurs every three years. She explained who 

gets to go. 

Topics up for discussion this year: 

 Province 9 Spanish speaking 

 Extended care to a stranger 

 Anti-racism not practiced training 

 Becoming beloved community (4) four categories racial reconciliation 

 Church planting 

 Might plan revision of prayer book 

 Standing Commission working on liturgy music 

Once Convention is started one could go to Scott Gun’s blog www.sevenwholedays.org to 

follow it daily. 

Every meeting we have feedback from every congregation.   

Respectfully Submitted,  

Norma G. St. John, Co-Convener 


