
 CONVOCATION REPORTS TO CONVENTION

 

CENTRAL CONVOCATION 

Grace Church, E. Concord; St. Paul’s, Concord; St. John the Evangelist, Dunbarton; St. Andrew’s, 

Hopkinton; St. Stephen’s, Pittsfield; Holy Cross, Weare 

At the first meeting of the convocation following Diocesan Convention, we introduced ourselves 

and welcomed newly elected delegates, and had a lively discussion regarding the purpose of 

convocation meetings.  Seasoned delegates offered these perspectives:  to facilitate 

communication between parishes and the church, to offer suggestions and feedback to Diocesan 

Council; to be a forum for discussing resolutions and budget prior to convention, to provide a 

forum for discussing programs of the Church of NH, to help create a cohesive church body by 

bringing rural and urban congregations together, and by bringing together discussions among the 

laity and clergy. 

Central Convocation welcomed Laura Simoes, Missioner of Communications to our March 

meeting.  We learned about the new plan for a multi-faceted approach to linking parishioners, 

clergy, and churches electronically to and with the broader church.  She also talked about 

developing relationships with media, gaining coverage for statewide newsworthy trends and 

events, as well for communication in our local communities.  

Marti Hunt gave an update on the death penalty repeal efforts to Convocation in April. Marti is 

lay representative from the Episcopal Church of NH to the NH Coalition to Repeal the Death 

Penalty’s Board.  She highlighted that 18 states (maybe 19 now?) have abolished the death 

penalty.  The Coalition has been working to build bi-partisan support in both the NH House and 

Senate for repeal. 

Dave Young gave a report on the Commission on Ministry and the recommendation for 

ordination to the diaconate of five exceptional candidates to be held on June 6
th

. 

At every meeting we heard reports from Diocesan Council from those who attend including the 

Rev. Kate Atkinson, the Rev. Jason Wells, Margaret Porter and Lucy Crichton. The Lay 

Leadership Institute, Province 1 Synod, the plans for remembering Jonathan Daniels, the General 

Convention in Salt Lake City, the finance structure of the Diocese, and other items were shared.  

We took time at every meeting for representatives from each parish to share joys and concerns, 

and to inform one another of up-coming special programs and services. 

The delegates elected Lucy Crichton as lay co-convenor of Central Convocation in February.  

The Rev Linda Spinella continued to be clergy co-convenor until our April meeting when her 

resignation was accepted due to her having assumed a full-time ministry with Concord Regional 

Visiting Nurse Association’s Hospice Program.  The Rev. Keith Patterson was elected clergy co-

convenor.  

Respectfully submitted, Lucy Crichton and The Rev. Keith Patterson 



SOUTHERN CONVOCATION 

Church of the Transfiguration, Derry; St. Matthew’s, Goffstown; St. Christopher’s, Hampstead; St. 

Peter’s, Londonderry; Grace, Manchester; St. Andrew’s, Manchester; Faith, Merrimack; Church of Our 

Savior, Milford; Church of the Good Shepard, Nashua; All Saints, Peterborough; St. David’s, Salem 

Events: 

 Southern Convocation Annual Workday at Camp Allen, helping to the camp for the 

special needs campers. 

 Gifts for CHiPs (children of prisoners).   

 

Meetings: Note: Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of the month and begin with Prayers, 

followed by Announcements and Housekeeping (Administrative/Clerical items) by the Co-

conveners, then the Program, and end with Compline. 

 

 September 23 2014 - Church of the Transfiguration, Derry. Program: Kevin Nichols, 

Gloria Gallant presented the proposed 2015 Diocesan budget and discussed Amended 

Resolution #1. 

 October 28 2014 - St. David's Church, Salem. Program: The resolutions for Diocesan 

Convention were presented and discussed.   

 Resolutions 1 and 2 involved the budget, clergy compensation and clergy health 

care which had been discussed at the September meeting. 

 Resolution 3 is for the second approval of constitutional changes which had been 

approved the first time in 2013. 

 Resolution 4 involves the mission and process of the Commission on Ministry.  It 

was explained by the Rev. Sarah Rockwell and the Rev. Carolyn Stevenson.   

 Resolution 6 addresses abolishing the Death Penalty, and was addressed by the 

Rev. Bill Exner.   

 There were no meetings in November and December 2014 and January 2015.   

 February 24 2015 – Church of Our Savior, Milford. Program:  

 Bishop A. Robert Hirschfield presented remarks on the Diocesan focus on 

“Tending the Vine. 

 Rev. Hank Junkin discussed the Clergy Compensation Task Force 

 March 24 2015 – St. Peter’s Church, Londonderry. Program: Rev. Dave Young, St. 

Andrew’s Church, Hopkinton presented a description of the Commission on Ministry and 

the Discernment process 

 April 28 2015 – St. Matthew’s Church, Goffstown. Program:  

 David Greiner, a parishioner of St. Matthew’s, gave a Tour of the Food Pantry 

and Discussion of the Network (Community Service) Projects 

 Sarah Ambrogi, a lay deputy from New Hampshire to General Convention, 

described the plans for this year’s General Convention 

 May 26 2015 – Church of the Good Shepherd, Nashua. Program: Rev. Curtis Metzger, 

St. Francis, Pittsfield, described the ERD’s Disaster Preparedness and Response Team. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Rita MacAuslan and the Reverend Richard Matthews 

 



LAKES REGION CONVOCATION 

 
St. Mark’s, Ashland, St. James, Laconia, Trinity, Meredith, Christ Church, North Conway, Holy 

Spirit, Plymouth, St. John’s, Sanbornville, St. Andrew’s, Tamworth, Trinity, Tilton,  

All Saints, Wolfeboro 

 

The Lakes Region Convocation consists of a number of communities which are especially active 

during the summer, and in many cases, the winter months as well.  Included are 8 churches that 

range from Laconia to North Conway, and Plymouth to Sanbornville - an hour and a half from 

west to east and also from south to north (longer in the busy traffic months).  Our Convocation 

met 5 times over the past year, taking time to discuss the Diocesan budget and the Convention 

resolutions in the autumn.   This winter and spring we spent one meeting talking about Annual 

Meetings and what each of our churches do, while sharing some great ideas for others to borrow 

in future years.  Our March meeting with a topic of Stewardship was cancelled due to bad 

weather, and we hope to try again for next year. We hosted Bishop Rob in May, as a time to 

share questions and answers and talk about the future.  Our final meeting in June we heard from 

Randy Dales, a veteran of General Convention, about the upcoming meeting in Salt Lake City, 

learning about resolutions, procedures, and an overview of the event.   Marty Hunt also gave us 

an update on the Death Penalty legislation. 

 

Each month, all churches present have the opportunity to share a highlight, a challenge, and a 

promotion for an upcoming event.  This past year, we had 143 in attendance at 5 meetings (with 

the largest attendance of 36, the night Bishop Rob came).  We try to integrate seating, so the 

members of each church mingle with those from other congregations.  Our meetings end with 

Compline. 

 

There has been some transition in our convocation over the past year – particularly with the 

closing of Trinity Church in Tilton.  Most of our churches were represented at the service of 

Evensong to mark this event and as a way to support the congregation.  Christ Church, North 

Conway has the experience and presence of Celeste Hemingson as their interim.   

 

We shared in a Convocation-wide service on Ascension Day at St. Mark’s, Ashland, and two 

quiet days were offered in our midst this year – during Advent at St. Andrew’s-in-the-Valley, 

Tamworth during Advent, and at Trinity, Meredith, during Lent.   

 

We put together a handout called “Lent in the Lakes Region” as a way of sharing information 

about programs and services offered at each congregation, to reach those who might be in 

another town and able to share in worship or an event or perhaps those who might not attend 

church.   

 

The relationships that are built among our members are so greatly valued by those in attendance, 

and we are grateful for the opportunities to gather and support one another,  as together we do 

God’s work in many ways. 

 

Faithfully, The Rev. Robin Soller and Cathie Lewis 

 



WESTERN CONVOCATION 

St. Luke’s, Charlestown; Trinity, Claremont; Union, W. Claremont, St. Thomas, Hanover; St. 

James, Keene; St. Andrew’s, New London, Church of the Epiphany, Newport,  

St. John’s, Walpole 

 

Due to weather conditions the first meeting of the year was not held until March 1
st
. Elections 

were held. The Rev. Susan Kershaw has completed her first 2- year term as co-convener and was 

re-elected for a second term. Valerie Benoit will continue the 2
nd

 year of her first term. The Rev. 

Alice Roberts was elected as clergy representative to Diocesan Council and Charles Montgomery 

was elected as lay representative.  

 

It was decided to continue to have our meetings on the 3
rd

 Sunday of each month, as this seems 

best for most people.  Meeting dates and programs were determined.  All meetings were opened 

with worship, welcomes and introductions, and the Diocesan Council Report. In April, Marti 

Hunt gave an interesting program on the death penalty including audio-visuals. She included a 

nice packet of materials. Our May meeting included several speakers. The Rev. Canon Kevin 

Nichols gave a presentation on TREC (The Reimagining of the Episcopal Church) and was 

followed by Bonnie Chappell giving us an update on preparations for General Convention. She 

noted ways in which we could follow the events of the convention and told us the election of the 

next Presiding Bishop would be on Saturday, June 27
th

.  Deacon Geof Smith gave a short 

presentation on Disaster Preparedness. He noted that all parishes should have a disaster plan. He 

provided a Preparedness Planning Guide. Our June meeting included a short presentation by the 

Rev. Kate Atkinson on Kids4Peace. There was a lot of interest in this wonderful program. For 

the remainder of our meeting the Rev. Dr. Guy Collins offered a slide show of his pilgrimage 

(along with his family) on El Camino de Santiago as part of his 3 month sabbatical. All meetings 

included time for each parish to do some sharing with varying foci---What’s exciting? How is 

your parish witnessing? etc. Meetings were always closed with a time of worship. Susan and I 

have made a special effort to try to vary our worship and make it a more meaningful experience, 

instead of an obligatory prayer and have frequently included time of silence for attendees to pray 

for a parish (as designated) other than their own.  

 

As usual, our meetings have been well attended and held at the Church of the Epiphany in 

Newport. Each parish provides snacks and Epiphany provides the beverages.  Continued thanks 

for their hospitality! After a summer break we will be down to the business of preparing for 

Diocesan Convention with review of the budget and proposed resolutions. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Valerie Benoit and The Rev. Susan Kershaw 
 

 

 



SEACOAST CONVOCATION 

 

St. Thomas Church, Dover; St. George’s Church, Durham; Christ Church, Exeter; 

Trinity Church, Hampton; Christ Church, Portsmouth; St. John’s Church, Portsmouth. 

 

Meetings are generally held on the second Tuesday of the month, beginning and ending with 

prayer, and including opportunities to share parish news and activities, listen and learn from 

invited speakers and discuss news from The Episcopal Church in New Hampshire. 

 

 September 9, 2014 – Trinity Church Hampton:  

Guest speakers: Rev Canon Kevin Nichols, Gloria Gallant –review of the 2015 

proposed Diocesan budget   

 October 14, 2014 – St. Thomas, Dover:  

Discussion of the Resolutions and Budget Narrative for the 2014 Diocesan 

Convention 

 November 11, 2014 – St. John’s Church, Portsmouth: 

        Review of Convention business and preparation of Christmas gift bags for 

Seafarers 

 January 13, 2015  - Christ Church, Exeter: 

Discussion of how our congregations are seeking to 'tend the vine' and how we 

are engaged in the five practices of showing up, telling the story, splashing water, 

sharing food and seeing how God surprises.  

 April 14, 2015 – Christ Church, Portsmouth   

ChurchNext:  The Archbishop of Canterbury's talk on Creating Common Good 

followed by discussion. 

 June 7, 2015 – St. George’s Church, Durham 

                 Review of the year and plans for 2015-2016, including election of new co-

conveners  

 

No meetings in July or August 2015 

Peter Monte and Joyce Johnson worked with the Rev Chip Robinson to present a Convocation 

‘End of Life’ Planning Event on September 27, 2014 at Christ Church, Portsmouth. Further EofL 

events are being planned. 

 

The Convocation came together to worship at a Convocation Taize service for The Ascension,  

held at St. John’s, Portsmouth, on May 14, 2015.   

 

Respectfully submitted, Craig Davis and The Rev. Anne Williamson  

 

 



NORTHERN CONVOCATION 

 
St. Barnabas, Berlin; St. Stephen’s, Colebrook; St. Mark’s Groveton; St. Paul’s, 

Lancaster; Church of the Epiphany, Lisbon; All Saint’s, Littleton; Church of the 

Messiah, No. Woodstock; St. Luke’s, Woodsville 
 

The Northern Convocation has held two meetings in 2015.  The first was held on March 22
nd

 and 

the second was on May 31
st
.   

 

Northern Convocation Meeting, Sunday, March 22, 2015 – St. Paul’s Church, Lancaster. 

 

Our guest speaker was Curtis Metzger who discussed Disaster Preparedness. There are three 

levels of disaster preparedness. Bronze which is the basis level followed by Silver and Platinum.  

There is a web base map called Episcopal Asset Map (www.episcopalassetmap.org) that shows 

the disaster preparedness plans that have been completed. New Hampshire is listed but has not 

been developed. Planning for a disaster: We need one person as a point person per parish and one 

representative from the Northern Convocation. These individuals have yet to be designated. 

Whoever is chosen as a point person will work with their local disaster recovery group making 

the church as part of the local plan. Curtis handed out forms that needed to be filled out by each 

parish and returned to him.  This is an ongoing project and any new developments that occur will 

be forwarded on to the Northern Convocation. 

 

Check in from the congregations: 

 

All Saint’s, Littleton 

New Interim is Susan Garrity. Dinner Bell is still occurring every Tuesday evening at 5PM.  

Food Cupboard has changed is days of operation to Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday mornings 9-

10AM. Lenten music concerts are occurring every Thursday at 12:10PM.  March 26
th

 will be the 

last one of the season. The search process is about to begin with the Search Committee being 

formed on the 24
th

. 

 

St Paul’s, Lancaster 

Jay Hutchinson will become the new Interim.  He has been a Chaplin in Delaware. Currently 

taking a one year sabbatical leave to find out if he wants to become a parish priest. The Soup 

Meals have become Tuesday night suppers once a month. Summer Enrichment program is 

continuing with the Chapel at St Mark’s Groveton. The Back Pack program every week is 

serving 49 students in Groveton and 15 students in Lancaster.  The nonperishable foods are 

collected on Thursday’s packed up and delivered to the school nurses on Friday for the students 

to take home for the weekend. 

 

Epiphany, Lisbon 

Bill Watts is still serving as Lisbon’s priest two weeks a month.  The other two week Lisbon has 

Morning Prayer services. Summer residents will be returning in just a few weeks. Epiphany is 

looking to have an Ice Cream Social for a fundraiser. 

 

St Luke’s, Woodsville 

In March they had a dinner. Every other Wednesday breakfast is served in the morning. 

They are in need of volunteers for their food pantry. Their morning services are at 10:30 AM 

because they share Bill Watts with Epiphany, Lisbon. 

http://(www.episcopalassetmap.org/


 

St Barnabas, Berlin  

In November they had a project in which they took old hymnals and prayer books and make 

Christmas trees and Angels, which they sold. They joined Wren for outreach.  They are now able 

to sell goods at the farmers market.  This is another way that they are making the church visible 

to the community. The Wednesday school program with prayer and dinner is intergenerational.  

Attendance is far better than the Sunday school program was. 

Richard is a great storyteller and everyone enjoys his readings.  

 

Northern Convocation Meeting, Sunday, May 31 2015 – St. Paul’s Church, Lancaster. 

 

Our first guest speaker was Laura Simoes, Missioner for Communications. Her job is connecting 

to others and the world. Laura is working with a budget of $40,000.  Therefore the new 

newsletter is only sent out four (4) times a year - Eastertime, pre-convention, convention and 

Advent.  Communications channels being used include bulletin inserts, digitally via the new web 

site NHEpiscopal.org, Bishop Rob’s blog Tending The Vine (www.tendingthevine.org) and 

Hannah’s blog The Purple Finch (www.thepurplefinch.org), The Bulletin news blog 

(www.nhepiscopalnews.org) and E-News sent out every other week. Laura brought news 

concerning convention and that this year it will run for one day only.  The theme will be “Our 

Kids”.  Laura also talked about communications with lay leaders and how to help people learn 

basic skills like Facebook etc. The use of media relations allows for one to ask questions and 

become proactive sharing information throughout the state.  An example is Mark Pendleton from 

Christ Church Exeter who is running a Mission to Cuba.  The story of this mission was pitched 

on TV as well as in the newspaper. 

 

Our second guest speaker was Marti Hunt who spoke on the abolition of the death penalty.  Marti 

Hunt is lay representative to the New Hampshire Council of Churches.  She works without a 

budget.  She is the lay representative to New Hampshire Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty.  

She talks to Senators to make connections to repeal the death penalty.  There isn’t a bill right 

now but she is getting people to talk about it. Both speakers were thanked for coming. 

 

Check in from the congregations: 

 

All Saints’, Littleton 

Fred Chisholm spoke of Jonathan Haidt on the moral route of the other side of the street.  Fred 

talked about having grown up on the other side of the street.  As he was growing up he lost 

friends and cousins to violence on the streets. All Saints’ is having a clean-up day in which the 

gardens, kitchen, church etc. will be cleaned.  All Saints’ has a MDC (search committee) that is 

working on the Church Profile.  Our Interim is Susan Garrity.  Susan has started a study group on 

Acts between the 8 and 10 o’clock services.  Dinner Bell is still serving meals every Tuesday 

night until the middle of June when we break for the summer. 

 

St Matthew’s in Sugar Hill will be starting in July and running for ten (ten) Sundays with 

different priests each Sunday.  Whitefield has Keith Owen from Cleveland, Ohio as their 

residence priest who will be there to do the 9AM service from July through August. 

 

St Paul’s, Lancaster Rev. Jay Hutchinson, Interim.  Next week Tim Brooks will be ordained.  St 

Paul’s has given four (4) camper scholarships. The Soup Kitchen ran from November to March. 

Community meals once a month will begin on Tuesday, June 16 (cookout) 5:30 – 7PM.  In July 

http://www.tendingthevine.org/
http://www.thepurplefinch.org/
http://www.nhepiscopalnews.org/


they will have a garden party. Last Sunday with the Congregational Church, parishioners 

proceeded from church to the Main Street Square to meet the congregation from the 

Congregational Church.  Jay did the prayers for food. St Mark’s summer program being run by 

St Paul’s.  Forty (40) children participating daily from breakfast in the morning until mid-

afternoon. Offered are reading enrichment, arts, crafts, recreational program and swimming.  The 

backpack program will be running thru the summer.  $2,000 from the diocese is being used to 

help fund this program. Book study “Blue Sweater” was done during Lent.  Groveton 

Community meals will begin next Saturday from 5-7PM.  Serves around 350 people.  A $15,000 

grant funds this program.  The Grey Nuns who have been running this program are retiring.  The 

meals are held in St Francis Hall. 

 

St Barnabas, Berlin 

Wednesday night dinner, story and activity will be ending for the summer and will begin again in 

the fall.  The National Episcopal web site has been a great source for ideas for stories. Book 

group meets Monday nights. Prison art is now running in three (3) prisons with Rosalie Richards. 

St Barnabas shares Richard with Colebrook.  The Sundays he is not there they have Morning 

Prayer with trained lay people.  They have purchased an industrial dishwasher.  Plumbing has to 

be fixed before it is hooked up.  This winter with the extreme cold their sewer pipes froze but 

that has been fixed.  We received the Tillotson Grant from The New Hampshire Charitable 

Foundation (NHCF )in the amount of $15,000 to fund community suppers served in Berlin, 

Groveton and Woodsville.  On the 2
nd

 Thursday of each month in Woodsville between October 

thru May; Groveton at St Francis Hall this is a community event and has been going on for the 

past 5 yrs.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, The Rev. Richard Davenport and Mrs. Norma G. St. John 

 

 

 


