
CONVOCATION REPORTS TO CONVENTION 

CENTRAL CONVOCATION 

Grace Church, E. Concord; St. Paul’s, Concord; St. John the Evangelist, Dunbarton; St. Andrew’s, 

Hopkinton; St. Stephen’s, Pittsfield; Holy Cross, Weare 

October 11, 2016 

Canon Kevin Nichols and Gloria Gallant presented the 2017 diocesan budget (Resolution #1). 

Canon Nichols spoke further on clergy compensation (Resolution #2). On request, the Rev. 

Winnie Skeates elaborated on the Fair Labor Standards Act and its changing guidelines 

 

December 13, 2016 

Deacon Johanna Young led Bible Study on Matthew 2:13-15. Then she gave a presentation and 

led discussion on her work with refugees through Ascentria Care Alliance, Services for New 

Americans. 

The Rev. Jason Wells was unanimously elected as one of the two co-convenors. The second co-

convenor seat remains vacant. The Rev. Kate Atkinson was unanimously elected as the clergy 

representative to Diocesan Council. The lay representative seat remains vacant. 

 

February 21, 2017 

The delegates engaged in Bible Study before welcoming newly-elected delegates with an 

orientation. We heard from Sue Thuener of the Prison Concerns Committee about the diocesan 

book study of Michelle Alexander's book The New Jim Crow. We decided to host a discussion of 

the book at our June 20 meeting. Ahead of that meeting, we will invite all people from our 

respective congregations to come to that meeting having read the book. The delegates 

unanimously elected Mary Carter of St. Andrew’s-Hopkinton as the second co-convenor. They 

also elected Steve MacDow of Grace-Concord as the lay Diocesan Council representative. 

 

April 25, 2017 

The delegates engaged in Bible study first and then shared challenges and ideas for encouraging 

congregational participation in the book study of The New Jim Crow. As always, upcoming 

meeting dates and hosts were confirmed. Updates on congregational life were shared. 

Concerning Diocesan Council, Margaret Porter reported on the diocesan audit, Mission 

Resources and other business. The May Council meeting will review a draft budget. 

 

June 20, 2017 

About 15 participants discussed The New Jim Crow with James McKim of St. Matthew’s-

Goffstown. Participants included elected delegates but also interested parishioners. 

Respectfully submitted, 

The Rev. Jason Wells and Mary Carter 

  



SOUTHERN CONVOCATION 

Church of the Transfiguration, Derry; St. Matthew’s, Goffstown; St. Christopher’s, Hampstead; St. 

Peter’s, Londonderry; Grace, Manchester; St. Andrew’s, Manchester; Faith, Merrimack; Church of Our 

Savior, Milford; Church of the Good Shepard, Nashua; All Saints, Peterborough; St. David’s, Salem 

Events: 

 Gifts for CHiPs (children of prisoners). 

Meetings: 

Note: Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of the month and begin with Prayers, followed by 

Announcements and Housekeeping (Administrative/Clerical items) by the Co-conveners, then 

the Program, and end with Compline. 

 September 27, 2016 – Church of Our Savior, Milford. Program: Discussion of the 

Diocesan Convention Resolutions. 

 October 25, 2016 – St. Matthews, Goffstown. Program: The Reverend Kevin Nichols and 

GloriaGallant presented and discussed the budget. 

 There were no meetings in November and December 2016 and January 2017. 

 February 28, 2017 – St. Peter’s, Londonderry. Program: Wayne Trembley, President, 

Family Promise. 

 March 28, 2017 – All Saints, Peterborough. Program: Christian Formation. 

 April 25, 2017 – Church of the Good Shepherd, Nashua. Program: John Rountree and 

Robin Hertel discussed Education for Ministry. 

 May 23, 2017 – Church of the Transfiguration, Derry. Program: The Reverend Alanna 

Van Antwerpen gave a presentation on her pilgrimage, Walking in the Light. 

 June 27, 2017 – Grace, Manchester. Program: Bishop Rob Hirschfeld spoke about his 

participation in the River Pilgrimage and the state of the Diocese. 

 There were no meetings in July and August 2017. 

Respectfully submitted, Rita MacAuslan  

 



LAKES REGION CONVOCATION 

 
St. Mark’s, Ashland, St. James, Laconia, Trinity, Meredith, Christ Church, North Conway, Holy 

Spirit, Plymouth, St. John’s, Sanbornville, St. Andrew’s, Tamworth, All Saints, Wolfeboro 

 

The Lakes Region Convocation meets on the first Tuesday of the month.  In February and March 

at Trinity, Meredith, April and June, September and October, in other parishes. The parish 

hosting the Convocation is responsible for providing food and drink, welcoming, opening prayer, 

taking minutes and compline. 

 

September 6, 2016,  St. Andrew’s in the Valley, Tamworth.  Proposed Convention Resolutions 

led by the Rev. Randy Dales. 

 

October 4, 2016, St. John the Baptist, Sanbornville. Proposed Diocese Budget 2017 led by 

Canon Kevin Nichols and Gloria Gallant. 

 

February 7, 2017, Trinity, Meredith Cancelled due to bad weather. 

 

March 7, 2017, Trinity, Meredith, with Linnae Peterson, Coordinator, Formation Network.  

 

April 4, 2017, All Saint’s Wolfeboro, cancelled because of bad weather. 

 

May 2, 2017, St. John the Baptist, Sanbornville, cancelled because of the weather. 

 

June 6, 2017, Holy Spirit, Plymouth with The Rt Rev. Robert Hirshfeld. 

 

In summer 2016, the Convocation welcomed the Rev. Caroline Hines as Interim Rector, St. 

Andrew’s, Tamworth. 

 

The Convocation is working on setting up a team of auditors to help with annual audit of each 

parish in the Convocation .  The idea came out of the open discussion on how we can share 

resources as a way of supporting each other. 

 

Respectfully submitted, the Rev. Tobias Nyatsambo and Art Slocum 



WESTERN CONVOCATION 

St. Luke’s, Charlestown; Trinity, Claremont; Union, W. Claremont, St. Thomas, Hanover; St. 

James, Keene; St. Andrew’s, New London, Church of the Epiphany, Newport,  

St. John’s, Walpole 

 

In 2017, Western Convocation met four times. In February, we held elections to replace Valerie 

Benoit who had resigned as Co-Convenor we elected Christine Kellett from St. Andrew's, New 

London. Our Clerk Susan Kershaw had also resigned. As no one volunteered to serve as Clerk, 

we decided to delegate the duty of taking Minutes among the members of our Convocation. For 

Diocesan Council we elected the Rev. Kelly Sundberg Seaman as Clergy Delegate, and Charlie 

Montgomery as Lay Delegate. We also discussed future meeting dates and topics. 

 

In May, we welcomed Linnae Peterson who spoke to us concerning the Christian Formation 

Network. As is our custom, we discussed recent happenings in the Parishes. Some highlights 

included St. John's, Walpole, which has new families and children's activities, and St. Thomas, 

Hanover, which is installing an energy efficient wood pellet heating system. 

 

Our next meetings will be on September 17, when we will discuss the Diocesan Budget 

Resolutions, and on October 15 when we will go over other Resolutions to be considered at the 

Diocesan Convention on November 6. 

 

A major Renewal is in process this year at Epiphany, Newport, following much prayerful 

discernment as to what would help not only survival but hopefully growth in Mission as well. 

The worship space is now open without fixed pews. Worship time has changed to Saturday 

afternoons at 5 pm, and there is a new Youth Choir, Epiphany Upbeat.  

 

We thank all who have helped in the work of our Convocation, in 2017 and before. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Peter Hope and Christine Kellett 

 

 

 

  



SEACOAST CONVOCATION 

 

St. Thomas Church, Dover; St. George’s Church, Durham; Christ Church, Exeter; 

Trinity Church, Hampton; Christ Church, Portsmouth; St. John’s Church, Portsmouth. 

 

This year was one in which the role of Seacoast Convocation underwent a major rethinking. At 

the December, 2016 meeting, there was a frank conversation on our future mission as a 

Convocation. After observing a significant decline in participation over the past several years, 

the delegates gathered concluded that several actions were needed to revitalize the 

Convocation’s ministry: 

 

• We recognized that our most successful efforts were events that nourish our spiritual 

journey such as the Taizé services held in recent years – but if these are to grow, we need 

to do much more to publicize them beyond ourselves so they truly become shared by the 

Convocation as a whole and not just the delegates.  

• We saw the need to work with our two larger congregations, St. John’s, Portsmouth, and 

Christ Church, Exeter, to see that, even though they may not need the collaboration 

Convocation offers, the smaller congregations need them and the resources they have to 

offer. This is particularly true in making available adult formation opportunities our 

smaller congregations cannot afford to provide. 

• After struggling to hold monthly meetings, whether or not there was significant agenda to 

cover, we decided that, beginning this year, we would hold meetings only when there is a 

focus to them: a speaker or topic of more than just legislative interest. While we would still 

have the pre-Convention meetings in the fall, we won’t have meetings just because it’s 

time to have a meeting. 

• We agreed that it would reinforce the value of the meetings if we quickly distributed an e-

mail to communicate with those who did not attend as to what they missed by not being 

there. To make this more systematic, we elected a Clerk this spring, so minutes would be 

produced quickly and distributed in a timely matter. 

• Whenever possible, we should organize events that are for the people of our congregations, 

not just our delegates. Accordingly, our September meeting will include a presentation on 

the book, “The New Jim Crow,” that we hope will draw general interest, and not just the 

participation of delegates. 

 

In May, elections were held: 

 

• The Rev. David “Chip” Robinson agreed to continue as Clergy Co-Convener for one more 

year. 

• Jerry Costanza, of St. George’s Durham, was elected Lay Co-Convener through Convention 

2018. 

• Suzanne George of the Shared Ministry of Christ Church Portsmouth and Trinity Church 

Hampton volunteered to act as Clerk. 

• Our current Diocesan Council Representatives, Nancy Hunt and the Rev. Michael Bradley, 

will continue through the end of their current terms.  

 



We express our gratitude to all who have joined us in committing to the revitalization of this 

ministry. We look forward to a productive 2017/18 program year. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Jerry Costanza and the Rev. “Chip” Robinson 



NORTHERN CONVOCATION 
 

St. Barnabas, Berlin; St. Stephen’s, Colebrook; St. Mark’s, Groveton; St. Paul’s, Lancaster; 

Church of the Epiphany, Lisbon; All Saint’s, Littleton; Church of the Messiah, N. Woodstock; St. 

Luke’s Woodsville 

 

 

We held three meetings, September 11, 2015, October 2, 2016 and April 30, 2017. 

 

In preparation for the November Convention our at our September 11
th

 meeting we reviewed 

Resolutions #1 thru # 4.  We also went over the names of individuals who were running for 

office. 

 

In other business Richard chaired a discussion concerning prisons and how one can become 

involved.  Berlin has both a Federal and State Prison.  Richard spoke of St Barnabas’s 

involvement with them.  Every other week Gayle and Larry Watkins do a worship service at the 

Federal Prison. 

 

Richard spoke of what Paul wrote concerning prisons.  Jesus commanded disciples to visit 

prisons. Some people are sensing a call.  Prison ministry is a way to begin.  Tim mentioned that 

he knew of someone interested. 

 

Our October 2
nd

 meeting we had Kevin Nichols and Gloria Gallant as our guest speakers.  Kevin 

reviewed the 2018 Proposed Diocesan budget    He noted that the Proposed Budget calls for total 

revenues of $2,007,141 and expenses of $1,371,609 and a reserve of multiyear items and 

anticipated expenses of $35,539.  The revenue represents an increase of $187,754 or 11% from 

the 2017 Budget. Over $180,000 of this increase is from grants and other revenues for the 

Trustees and others which are dedicated to specific initiatives being undertaken by the diocese. 

 

Budget highlights 

 Revenues 

 Expenses 

 Mission Resources 

 Commission  on Ministry 

 Retired Clergy Health Benefits. 

 

Support of the Diocese 

 Salary and benefits of diocesan Staff 

 

The following was also reviewed: 

 Congregational and Mission Vitality 

 Investing in Leadership.: Targeting resources towards the development of Lay and 

Ordained leaders 

 Support of Ministry to Children, Youth, Families and Young Adults 

 Advocacy for Upholding the Dignity of Every Human Being and Care for the Creation 

 



At our April 30, 2017 meeting we had Bishop Rob as our guest speaker who began the 

discussion with a question. 

 How are we navigating since election time? 

 Marks of the authentic church some friction? 

 What are our values and what does a church do? 

 Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount: Blessed are the poor.  How does the world treat the 

poor of spirit? 

 Blessed they are happy. Preferential in God’s eyes. 

 

There has been noticed a slight upturn in attendance.  It is the age of anxiety.  The church offers 

a safe place. 

 

Challenge at St Paul’s, the need to discern and ponder what God would say and hear. With both 

strong Democrats and strong Republicans we can’t disagree we have to live by the covenant of 

Baptism. 

Speak for justice and we have hope for a safe haven for refugees. 

 

St Barnabas has poor and poor in spirit.  One outreach to these people is with dinners. 

 

Church of the Messiah is more political and has more disagreements. The attendance is holding 

and are trying to keep conversations Biblical. 

 

A quote from David Brooks about neighbors becoming strangers.  We need to get to know our 

neighbors.  We need to talk more about Jesus and less about Trump. 

 

Fred Chisholm gave the following four references: 

 Jonathan Haidt TED talk on the Moral Roots of Liberals and Conservatives 

 TED talk with David Brooks and Gretchen Carlson titled “Political Common Ground in a 

Polarized United Stated” 

 TED talk titled “Repairing the Breach” with Krista Tippet and Heather McGhee 

 The book “Hillbilly Elegy” by J.D. Vance.  The book is about the social forces and 

reality of those who voted for Trump. 

 

Every meeting we have feedback from every congregation.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, Mrs. Norma G. St. John, Co-Convener 

 

 


