
CONVOCATION REPORTS TO CONVENTION 

 

CENTRAL CONVOCATION 

Grace Church, E. Concord; St. Paul’s, Concord; St. John the Evangelist, Dunbarton; St. Andrew’s, Hopkinton; St. 

Stephen’s, Pittsfield; Holy Cross, Weare 

For member parishes of the Central Convocation, the past year was both blessed and busy. Central Convocation 

members feel regular meetings facilitate communication between parishes, the Diocese of NH and the Church 

at-large; provide timely and valuable communication between the Central Convocation and Diocesan Council; 

review of resolutions and budget prior to diocesan convention; promote understanding and advance the mission 

objectives of the Diocese of NH, and to foster collegial dialogue between laity and clergy of parishes regardless 

of size.  

Central Convocation meetings were held on: 

 

- October 13, 2015, before convention, to review the Diocesan Budget and resolutions. 

- March 8, 2016, for a Diocesan Council report, parish updates and announcements of up-coming events 

including the Lay Leadership Institute. 

- A meeting scheduled for April was cancelled as delegates wished to attend an interfaith peace vigil in 

Concord following the Orlando nightclub shooting. 

- The next meeting will be held at St. Paul’s church on Tuesday, September 13, 2016 with plans to have 

time with the Bishop. 

 

Highlights of the meetings included reports from Clergy and Lay delegates to the 78
th

 General Convention of 

The Episcopal Church held in Salt Lake City, UT June 25 – July 3, 2015.  The Central Convocation heard from 

the Reverends Kate Atkinson and Jason Wells along with lay delegate Margaret Porter about their time at 

convention. The Right Reverend Michael Curry, Bishop of North Carolina was elected Presiding Bishop and 

Primate.   

 

The Rev. Keith Patterson was invited by the Chicago Consultation and the Anglican Diocese of Cape Coast, 

Ghana to attend a conference at which Episcopalians and Anglicans discussed solutions to social justice issues 

related to human sexuality.   

 

The joys and concerns of Central Convocation parishes were part of the agenda of each meeting.    

Looking ahead there was discussion of getting the word out about the work of Central Convocation.  How often 

should we come together?  Is it possible to have four meetings a year around resolutions and diocesan budget?  

There was the suggestion that Central Convocation think about having guest speakers such as Dr. James Carney 

and the work of the Jamaica Medical Mission.  Convocation meetings are public and open to all.   

 

Central Convocation will need to elect a new clergy co-convener as the Rev. Keith Patterson will be completing 

his time with the Episcopal Diocese of New Hampshire in October 2016.  Lucy Crichton’s excellent leadership 

will continue until January, after which a new lay co-covener will need to be elected.   

Respectfully submitted, Lucy Crichton and The Rev. Keith Patterson 



SOUTHERN CONVOCATION 

Church of the Transfiguration, Derry; St. Matthew’s, Goffstown; St. Christopher’s, Hampstead; St. Peter’s, Londonderry; 

Grace, Manchester; St. Andrew’s, Manchester; Faith, Merrimack; Church of Our Savior, Milford; Church of the Good 

Shepard, Nashua; All Saints, Peterborough; St. David’s, Salem 

Events: 

 Gifts for CHiPs (children of prisoners).   

 

Meetings: 

Note: Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of the month and begin with Prayers, followed by 

Announcements and Housekeeping (Administrative/Clerical items) by the Co-conveners, then the Program, 

and end with Compline. 

 September 27, 2015 – All Saints Church, Peterborough.  Program: Discussion of the Diocesan 

Convention Resolution. 

 October 27, 2015 – Grace Church, Manchester. Program: The Reverend Kevin Nichols and Gloria 

Gallant presented and discussed the budget. 

 There were no meetings in November and December 2015 and January 2016.   

 February 23, 2016 - Church of the Transfiguration, Derry. Program: Becky Berk, Director of 

Breakthrough Manchester, discussed the Breakthrough program. 

 There was no meeting in March 2016.   

 April 26, 2016 – St. Christopher’s Church, Hampstead. Program: Bishop A. Robert Hirschfield 

presented remarks on the State of the Diocese and other topics. 

 May 20, 2016 – St. Peter’s Church, Londonderry. Program: Shea Sennett, Geoffrey Smith, and Jack 

Lewis discussed the Our Kids Commission. 

 June 28, 2016 - Faith Church, Merrimack. Program: The Reverend Pat Henking, Chaplain Chris Dornin, 

Sara Lutat, The Reverend Beth Richardson, and Nicole Garcia discussed Prison Ministry 

 

Respectfully submitted, Rita MacAuslan and the Reverend Richard Matthews 

 



LAKES REGION CONVOCATION 

 
St. Mark’s, Ashland, St. James, Laconia, Trinity, Meredith, Christ Church, North Conway, Holy Spirit, Plymouth, 

St. John’s, Sanbornville, St. Andrew’s, Tamworth, All Saints, Wolfeboro 

 

The Lakes Region Convocation consists of a broad “cluster” of church around the lovely Lake Winnipesaukee, 

from north in North Conway to south and east in Sanbornville, to Laconia, Ashlans, Plymouth, and “parts 

adjacent.” This can be quite a travel challenge during the winter months of inclement weather! 

 

Meetings generally “begin” before the call to order, as we tend heartily to practice the saying “if you feed them, 

they will come.” Then follows a welcome and opening prayer led by someone representing the host church. 

General business consists of each parish sharing a highlight, a challenge facing the congregation, and the 

promotion of an upcoming church event. Special topics of conversation have included: 1. A review of the 

diocesan budget and resolutions to be presented at Convention in November; 2. A discussion of how the 

convocation parishes can do more for each other; 3. A report from a representative of the Daughters of the 

King; 4. An exchange of ideas on music and other forms of worship; 5. An evening of sharing with Bishop 

Hirschfeld with the theme of flourishing – personally, with the family, and within the wider church community; 

6. A lively discussion of race relations and racism as they affect each of us in our “life and daily work.” 

Meeting are generally adjourned with Compline, led by someone from the host parish. Meetings are scheduled 

regularly on the first Tuesday of the month, except in November and December, and in July and August.  

 

In May, more than 100 people representing several churches participated in a “Hymns and Hops at Hobbs” sing 

at Hobb’s Restaurant in West Ossipee, which raised approximately $1,800 for a women’s shelter.  

 

Several clergy changes occurred in the Convocation: Bill Petersen became Rector at All Saints, Wolfeboro in 

2014. Richard Belshaw became Priest-in-Charge at Christ Church in North Conway. Heidi Frantz Dale retired 

from Tamworth in July of 2016. Sue Poulin recently returned from a much anticipated sabbatical, and Tobias 

Nyatsambo began a sabbatical in July. Robin Thomas Soller was elected clergy representative to the Diocesan 

Council, joining Kathy Lennoz, lay delegate.  

  

Faithfully, the Rev. Tobias Nyatsambo and Cathie Lewis, Co-Conveners 

 



WESTERN CONVOCATION 

St. Luke’s, Charlestown; Trinity, Claremont; Union, W. Claremont, St. Thomas, Hanover; St. James, Keene; St. 

Andrew’s, New London, Church of the Epiphany, Newport,  

St. John’s, Walpole 

 

Western Convocation met five times this year. In January we had our usual reports from the Secretary and 

Diocesan Council Representatives. Elections were held. Valerie Benoit was elected to a second 2-year term as 

co-convener. Susan Kershaw can continue for 1 more year as the other co-convener. Charles Montgomery was 

elected as lay Representative to Diocesan Council. A new secretary was needed but no one was willing to fill 

the position.  Meeting dates and some programs were determined. A discussion of parish mergers, joint worship 

and emerging partnerships ensued.  

 

For our February meeting following the reports nominations were again sought for the Secretary position. There 

being no volunteers, Susan Kershaw resigned her position as co-convener and was elected to a one year term as 

clerk. Peter Hope was then elected to serve the remaining one-year of Susan’s term as co-convener. Our 

program was a book discussion of Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates. The book is a letter written 

to Coates’ teenage son, and is an articulate response to issues of racism in the 21
st
 century. 

 

There was no meeting in March due to Palm Sunday. In April, due to the resignation of The Rev. Alice Roberts 

The Rev. Janet Lombardo volunteered to be the Clergy Representative to Diocesan Council until January 2017.  

Our program was a wonderful presentation by Melissa Richmond on the West Claremont Center for Music and 

Arts.  

 

In May we again had a book discussion. The lively discussion was on the book, The Faith Club: A Muslim, A 

Christian, A Jew—Three Women search for Understanding---by Ranya Idiby, Suzanne Oliver and Priscilla 

Warner. Our talks revealed the struggles these women face and helped to raise questions (and some answers) 

about our own faith and culminated in a discussion of some of our own experiences. Following our discussion 

James McKim of the Diocesan Diversity Committee gave a presentation on the activities of the Diversity 

Committee and spoke of the power of privilege, the journey and a call to action. The discussion and 

presentation made for a powerful program. All of our meetings concluded with parishes reporting on how each 

one is “tending the vine.”  Our worship, led by the co-conveners, has always been centered on the program of 

the meeting.  

 

Our next meeting is September 12
th

 when Bishop Robert Hirschfeld will discuss his agenda, the Our Kid’s 

initiative etc. October will be the discussion of Convention resolutions and the Proposed Diocesan Budget. 

 

Our thanks to Church of the Epiphany, Newport and to all delegates and alternates who brought snacks. Thanks 

to St. Andrew’s, New London who filled in for us in May when we had a conflict with the space.  

 

Respectfully submitted, Valerie Benoit and Peter Hope, Co-Conveners 
 

 

 



SEACOAST CONVOCATION 

 

St. Thomas Church, Dover; St. George’s Church, Durham; Christ Church, Exeter; Trinity Church, Hampton; 

Christ Church, Portsmouth; St. John’s Church, Portsmouth. 

 

Meetings are generally held on the second Tuesday of the month, beginning and ending with prayer, and 

including opportunities to share parish news and activities, listen and learn from invited speakers and discuss 

news from The Episcopal Church in New Hampshire. 

 

Meetings over the last year were held as follows: 

 
 September 15, 2015 – Trinity Church, Hampton: 

 Guest speakers: Rev Canon Kevin Nichols, Gloria Gallant –review of the 2016 proposed 

 Diocesan budget 

 October 13, 2015 – St. John’s, Portsmouth: 

 Discussion of the Resolutions for the 2015 Diocesan Convention 

 November 17, 2015 – St. Thomas’, Dover: 

 Review of Convention business and preparation of Christmas gift bags for Seafarers 

 Election of “Chip” Robinson and Judi Turner as 2016 co-conveners 

 February 2, 2016 – Christ Church, Portsmouth: 

 Candlemas procession; Review of mission activities in Seacoast convocations, 

looking to “map” the needs in our communities and how we can address them 

 April 12, 2016 – Trinity Church, Hampton 

 Continuation of “mapping” project;  presentation on Seacoast Forum on partnerships 

to meet needs of children and youth 

 May 10, 2016 – St. John’s, Portsmouth 

 Selection of a mission focus for the Convocation for the coming months. After good 

discussion, “End 68 Hours of Hunger” was chosen as focus 

 June 14, 2016 – St. George’s Church, Durham 

 Special planning session with guest speakers from “End 68 Hours of Hunger” 

 
At every meeting we heard reports from Diocesan Council. We also took time at every meeting for 

representatives from each congregation to share joys and concerns, and to provide information on up-coming 

special programs and services. Periodically throughout the year, “SCENE” newsletters were produced to 

keep parishioners in the congregations informed of items of shared concern. 

 

The relationships that are built among our delegates and alternates are greatly valued by those in attendance, 

and we are grateful for the opportunities to gather and support one another, as together we do God’s work in 

many ways. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, Judi Turner and the Rev. “Chip” Robinson, Co-Conveners



NORTHERN CONVOCATION 
 

St. Barnabas, Berlin; St. Stephen’s, Colebrook; St. Mark’s, Groveton; St. Paul’s, Lancaster; Church of the 

Epiphany, Lisbon; All Saint’s, Littleton; Church of the Messiah, N. Woodstock; St. Luke’s Woodsville 

 

The Northern Convocation has held two meetings in 2016.  The first was held on April 24
th

 and the second was 

on June 5
th

.   

 

Northern Convocation Meeting, Sunday, April 24
th

, 2016 – St. Paul’s Church, Lancaster. 

 

Joan LeBaron stepped down as our Lay Representative to Diocesan Council. Barbara (Serry) Serafini was 

elected as our new Representative. Annetta McGinnis is our new Treasurer. The Rev. Teresa Gocha spoke 

about the Diocesan Diversity Committee, and encouraged our congregations to host diversity meetings with a 

meal, and a discussion of diversity and racism.  

 

Check in from Congregations:  

 

Epiphany-Lisbon - Currently conducting maintenance to the sides of the church and adding a new roof and a 

new furnace. In the past year, they made contributions to a family whose house burned fown and to families 

with low income. 

 

All Saints’-Littleton – Welcomed new priest, Fr. Curtis Metzger, hosting “Dinner Bell” every Tuesday evening, 

and Lenten Music Series was a success. 

 

St Paul’s-Lancaster – Back Pack Program served 140 families and will expanded to include Whitefield in this 

program this fall.The 10th season of the Soup Kitchen is serving 85-90 people each week. Coordinated an 

extended summer academic enrichment program for children in the Groveton/Stratford area – the program cost 

$36,000, and funds were donated by St Mark’s, Thrift Shop, PSS and a $22,000 grant from the Our Kids 

Commission of the Diocese. 

 

Community Meals are held in Berlin, Groveton and Woodsville and are made possible by a $15,000 grant from 

The Tillotson Fund of the New Hampshire Charitable Foundation.  In Groveton, 350 people at each meal.  

 

St Barnabas – Berlin - Received a generous gift to o finish the floors. “Sunday School” for Families is held 

twice a month, on Wednesday nights, and up to 24 people are attending. 

 

 

Northern Convocation Meeting, Sunday, June 5
th

, 2016 – St. Paul’s Church, Lancaster. 

 

Diocesan Convention is November 5, 2016.  We will be having a meeting in September to go over the Diocesan 

Budget and another meeting in October to go over any resolutions to be voted on in November.  Parishes 

offered updates on their ministry, mission and events.  

 

Check in from Congregations:  

 

Church of the Messiah, North Woodstock – Hosted a healing service with 40 people in attendance, planning 

another one.  

 

All Saints’, Littleton – Held a Celebration of New Ministry for Fr. Curtis. Attendance overall is up at All 

Saints’. Fr. Curtis participated in the Bethlehem Hebrew Congregation’s Holocaust celebration this year.   

 



St. Barnabas, Berlin - Wednesday evening Family Christian Foundation that replaces Sunday School continues 

with approximately 12 to 20 attendees.  It is for all ages – children, parents and grandparents. Prison Ministry 

continues, with the possibilities of working with children whose parent is incarcerated. 

 

St. Paul’s, Lancaster - Soup Kitchen which ran from November to April. During Easter Season a service of 

Compline is offered after the meal. Attendance is up to about 50 - 69 each week at St Paul’s. Backpack program 

has 170 kids and received $4,000 from the Roman Catholic Diocese and another $4,000 from the Episcopal 

Diocese. Pentecost procession was held this year with both the Congregation and Roman Catholic churches 

participating.  Clergy from all churches are now having monthly ecumenical meetings. 

 

St Mark’s Chapel - Memorial Day service was held on Saturday at 4PM with 9 attending. The Rev. Richard 

Davenport will be doing the Saturday 4PM service in June and there will be Dinner Folk services in June and 

July.  

 

St. Timothy’s -  

On July 3, St Mark’s and St Paul’s will worship together with a strawberry special to follow. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, The Rev. Richard Davenport and Mrs. Norma G. St. John, Co-Conveners 

 

 


