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Bishop’s Visitation Procedures 
 

Checklist for what to do to get ready for the Bishop’s visit: 

 

□ Please complete and return to Tina the two-sided visitation procedures form at least two weeks ahead of 

the visitation. Blank forms and other information you need for visitations can be found here: 

www.nhepiscopal.org/bishop-hirschfeld 

 

□ Please send a draft Order of Service to the Bishop’s Assistant at least one week ahead for the Bishop’s 

review 

 

□ Please fill out certificates for all being confirmed, received or reaffirmed and the Bishop will sign them 

on visitation day. If you need blank certificates, let us know and he will bring them. We can also send an 

electronic file for you to print them.    

 

□ Prepare your congregation ahead of the visit – let them know a little bit about who Bishop Rob is, what 

he does, and what is going on in the wider church in New Hampshire. When the Bishop Comes to Visit 

by Brook H. Packard (published 2014 by Morehouse Publishing) is a good resource for children.  

 

□ The Bishop would like to visit with your vestry as part of the visitation. If you are not able to schedule 

the meeting during the visitation, please call or email Tina to schedule the meeting (as far ahead as 

possible) – please make sure he is on the agenda, welcomed and introduced to all present. Nametags are 

very helpful.  

 

□ Please make sure that your parish register is available for viewing and show it to the Bishop at the 

visitation. 

 

□ After the visit, please make sure to complete and send in the Verification Form  

 

Here are a few other notes:  

 

The Bishop will generally attend all of the services at your church – please indicate the service times on the 

visitation procedures form. He will arrive at the church approximately one-half hour before the service unless 

you have specified another time on the visitation procedures form. The Bishop uses Propers for the day from the 

Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) for all visitations. 

 

The loose plate offering at the time of the annual Episcopal Visitation should be designated for the "Bishop's 

Discretionary Fund" unless the visitation occurs on Christmas or Easter. Please call the congregation’s attention 

to this fact earlier in the week, during the announcements and suggest that it is a way for congregants to 

participate in the wider ministry of the Bishop and the Episcopal Church of New Hampshire.  

 

The Bishop is happy to honor local traditions in how you pass the Peace, which parts of the liturgy are to be 

sung, how the ablutions are to be done, which text of the Lord's Prayer is to be used, the use of the Agnus Dei, 

Prayer of Humble Access, etc.  Let us know all of this on the visitation procedures form. Please also note any 

special events, meetings, persons, etc. of which you would like the Bishop to take notice, and any other 

concerns or suggestions that you might have.  

 

In written material you may refer to the Bishop formally as The Rt. Rev. A. Robert Hirschfeld or informally as 

Bishop Rob Hirschfeld. He is happy to be addressed personally as either Bishop Rob or Bishop Hirschfeld. He 

is the 10
th

 Bishop of New Hampshire.  

 

Information here: www.nhepiscopal.org/bishop-hirschfeld or contact Lynn Eaton at leaton@nhepiscopal.org 

http://www.nhepiscopal.org/bishop-hirschfeld
http://www.nhepiscopal.org/bishop-hirschfeld

