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My name is Jay MacLeod. I am a product of New Hampshire public education. I graduated from 
Kearsarge Regional High School in 1979 and went directly to Harvard and then on to Oxford as a 
Rhodes Scholar. I had some wonderful, world-renowned teachers at Harvard and Oxford, but my 
best teachers were at Kearsarge.

We lived in Sutton then and reside in Wilmot now. Our youngest is in his first year at Kearsarge 
Regional High, our daughter attends UNH, and our oldest son teaches fourth graders at Antrim 
Elementary School. Wilmot, Sutton and Antrim are typical New Hampshire towns, and I am here 
today because I want working-class New Hampshire youngsters to get the quality education that I 
received.

Wealthy kids do better in the classroom than their low-income counterparts. Wealthy parents have 
more resources to invest in their children (books, tutors, summer enrichment experiences, etc), 
while poor children are dealing with the many stresses of poverty (overcrowded homes, crime-
prone neighborhoods, food insecurity, etc). Countless studies confirm that the deck is stacked 
against poor kids when it comes to educational achievement. A rational system would direct more 
resources to poor districts. In New Hampshire we do the opposite. More money is spent on kids 
from wealthy districts, far more!

And how is the vast majority of school funding raised? In about the unfairest way imaginable! 
Some poor districts with low property values have to tax their residents at a rate ten times higher 
than wealthy towns in order to spend the same per pupil. High property taxes in these towns 
mean that people are losing their homes, especially the elderly and disabled. Businesses can’t 
survive in — or won’t open in — the towns that need them the most because the property taxes 
are higher than in wealthy towns. And there’s a huge financial incentive for wealthy towns to 
secede from school districts, leaving the low-income towns to fend for themselves.

I am the parish priest of Episcopal Churches in New London and Newport — two towns twelve 
miles apart. New London is not the wealthiest town, nor Newport the poorest in the state, far 
from it. But our funding of schools means that the life chances for Newport kids are much lower 
than for their New London counterparts. And Newport residents have to pay far more in school 
property taxes. To raise the same amount per pupil, the school tax rate in Newport would have to 
be seven times higher than in New London. In fact, Newport spends $3,500 less than New London 
on each elementary school pupil but still has double the tax rate of New London. In my 
experience, teachers in both towns are competent and committed, but how can Newport attract 
and retain teachers when the salaries are considerably lower? Because of the way New Hampshire 
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funds its schools, residents of poor towns get hit with a double whammy: they pay much more 
and receive far less.

Our two churches do a lot of work with youngsters in our communities. We run two after-school 
enrichment programs for 3rd - 8th graders in Newport on Mondays and Fridays. These are 
wonderful youngsters whose resilience inspires our volunteers. We do what we can to help them 
reach their potential, but the playing field is tilted against them.

I also coach girls’ soccer in Newport — 5th and 6th graders. Think what it’s like playing soccer 
uphill: all your running, passing and dribbling takes so much extra effort. It’s tedious and 
frustrating, even infuriating. But we can assure the players: “Don’t worry! The second half will be 
different.” Yet when it comes to their schooling, there is no second half; these kids and their 
parents face a constant uphill struggle.

Teachers, parents and volunteers can only do so much for our youngsters. As state legislators, you 
can level the playing field. In my view, there’s no more important issue in New Hampshire, and 
there’s no issue with a clearer moral mandate.

I support any bill that begins to level the playing field for children and tax payers in poorer 
districts. Please: don’t just tinker around the margins. We need real and fundamental change. This 
session of the legislature seems to be different. Many citizens are hopeful that you have the 
political will-power to improve school funding. I hope and pray that you will tackle this issue 
head-on, so that education in this state can recover its mission.

In New Hampshire today, education reinforces inequality. The mission of education is to equalize 
opportunity, to enable all children to reach their potential. Please make that happen: pass 
legislation that does not penalize poor towns and their students.

Jay MacLeod, Wilmot
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