Myths about Child Abuse

· Most offenders are strangers. 10% by strangers, 30% family members, 60% others known to child and their families. (Russell, 1984)
· People who abuse children are easy to identify. There are no unique characteristics that  separate abusers from nonabusers. (Conte, 1985)
· All child sexual abusers are pedophiles. Pedophiles find sexual gratification with prepubescent children.
· Only homosexuals abuse children. There is no connection between sexual orientation and the likelihood to be an abuser. Most child molesters are heterosexual. (Kubean & Blak, 2001) 
· Kids don’t abuse kids. Occurrences beyond developmental curiosity and with a 3 year differential may be abuse. Force and secrecy are factors as well.
· Sexual abuse is not common. 1 in 8 males and 1 in 4 females will be abused by adulthood. (Russell & Bolen, 2000)
· Children usually lie about sexual abuse. 5% false reports by adults, 1% by children. (Jones & McGraw, 1987)
· Most cases are reported. 40% of boys and 30% of girls do not report the abuse. Reporting rates increased from 10 to 42 per 1,000 from 1976 to 1997 (USDHHS, 1993 & 1999)

Types of Offenders
Preferential offender 

A person who would rather have a child for a social, romantic and sexual partner than an adult. Seeks out opportunities to access preferred type of child.
Situational offender 

A person who does not prefer children but offends under certain circumstances such as during a difficult time in his/her life or when intoxicated or depressed.
Sadistic or Indiscriminant offender 

A person who will prey on any vulnerable person: child, elderly, developmentally impaired adult. Their arousal pattern is more related to the pain and suffering of the victim than a specific type of victim. [image: image1.png]
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