
PENTECOST SUNDAY  
 

May 31, 2020 
 

 
 

Liturgy of the Word followed by an Agape Meal  
 
Bishop  Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
People  The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 
For the Beauty of the Earth (please sing along with the choir from St. Matthew’s in Goffstown) 
 
For the beauty of the earth, 
for the beauty of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies, 
Christ our God, to thee we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
For the joy of human love, 
brother, sister, parent, child, 
friends on earth, and friends above, 
for all gentle thoughts and mild, 
Refrain 
 
For each perfect gift of thine 
to the world so freely given, 
faith and hope and love divine, 
peace on earth and joy in heaven, 
Refrain 
 
The Collect 
O God, who on this day taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending to them the light of your 
Holy Spirit: Grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things, and evermore to rejoice in 
his holy comfort; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The First Lesson: Numbers 11: 24-30 



Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he gathered seventy elders of the 
people, and placed them all around the tent. Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to 
him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the 
spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again. 

Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the spirit 
rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they 
prophesied in the camp. And a young man ran and told Moses, "Eldad and Medad are prophesying 
in the camp." And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, "My lord 
Moses, stop them!" But Moses said to him, "Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD's 
people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit on them!" And Moses and the elders of 
Israel returned to the camp. 

Psalm 104:25-35, 37 

25 O LORD, how manifold are your works! * 
in wisdom you have made them all; 
the earth is full of your creatures. 

26 Yonder is the great and wide sea 
with its living things too many to number, * 
creatures both small and great. 

27 There move the ships, 
and there is that Leviathan, * 
which you have made for the sport of it. 

28 All of them look to you * 
to give them their food in due season. 

29 You give it to them; they gather it; * 
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 

30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; * 
you take away their breath, 
and they die and return to their dust. 

31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * 
and so you renew the face of the earth. 

32 May the glory of the LORD endure for ever; * 
may the LORD rejoice in all his works. 

33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; * 
he touches the mountains and they smoke. 

34 I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; * 
I will praise my God while I have my being. 

35 May these words of mine please him; * 
I will rejoice in the LORD. 

37 Bless the LORD, O my soul. * 
Hallelujah! 

The New Testament: Acts 2:1-21 



When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound 
the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 
language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 
And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and 
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 
and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
Cretans and Arabs-- in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." All 
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" But others sneered and 
said, "They are filled with new wine." 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who 
live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as 
you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the 
prophet Joel: 

`In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 

and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy. 

And I will show portents in the heaven above 
and signs on the earth below, 
blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

The sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, 
before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. 

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' " 
 

Hymn 508 Breath on Me, Breath of God (Sung by Ana Hernandez and the Miserable Offenders, 
with wind videos taken all over the diocese and beyond) 

The Holy Gospel: John 20:19-23 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 



Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.” 

Sermon  The Rt. Rev. A. Robert Hirschfeld 

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

Celebrant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and 
renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 

People I do. 
    
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

     creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
          and born of the Virgin Mary. 
     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
          was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

    
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy catholic Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. 

    
Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and 

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 
prayers? 

People I will, with God's help. 
    
Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 

you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
People I will, with God's help. 
    
Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 

News of God in Christ? 



People I will, with God's help. 
    
Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 

your neighbor as yourself? 
People I will, with God's help. 
 
Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, 

and respect the dignity of every human being? 
People I will, with God's help. 

The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows 

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and 
bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal 
life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

Litany for the Renewal of the Church 
 
Let us pray to the Lord and Giver of life that the Church of 
God may be renewed and strengthened for its mission in our 
day. 
 
Silence 
 
That the Church may become alive again with the fire of its first 
charity, fearless of danger and reckless unto death, in the 
splendor of that Life which is the light of the world, 
Receive our prayer, O Christ. 
 
That the Church may be worthy of its liberty, persistent in 
reform, active in benevolence, trusting the people, and ever 
faithful to the Jerusalem which is above, and free, and the 
mother of us all, 
Receive our prayer, O Christ. 
 
That the old may dream dreams, and the young see visions; that 
its sons and daughters may prophesy, bearing eager witness of 
its beauty to the world, 
Receive our prayer, O Christ. 
 
That all its members, putting self aside, disinterested and pure 
in heart, may seek and find God, and rejoice in the truth, 
Receive our prayer, O Christ. 
 
That its clergy may be good and wise, strong and courageous, 
competent in their work, and faithful in their witness, 



Receive our prayer, O Christ. 
 
That its bishops, full of insight and imagination, may venture 
great things, not exercising dominion, but serving as true 
leaders of the people, 
Receive our prayer, O Christ. 
 
That its councils and conventions may be keen to go forward, 
filled with wisdom, eager to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, 
Receive our prayer, O Christ. 
 
That its scholars may have disciples, its prophets hearers, its 
saints imitators, and all its pioneers many anxious to follow in 
their steps, 
Receive our prayer, O Christ. 
 
That we may forsake that love of party which keeps us from 
loving one another; and so, coming together in friendship, we 
may find the overpowering love of God, which shall knit us all 
together in one united Church, 
Receive our prayer, O Christ. 
 
And, finally, that the Church, with love recovered in its midst, 
may teach all to love one another, and all the nations to dwell 
together in helpfulness and friendship, reconciled and 
redeemed, 
Receive our prayer, O Christ. 
 
 
Father, be with us all. 
Christ, be with us all. 
Holy Spirit, be with us all. 
Be with us, Holy God, now and evermore.  
 
At the end of the litany, the Bishop says: 

The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Bishop: Let us pray. 
Everliving God, strengthen and sustain the ministers of this 
congregation, lay and ordained, that they may faithfully follow 
in the way of your Son Jesus Christ, proclaiming in word and 
deed the good news of the kingdom; through him who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
You are welcome to add any prayer requests in the “chat” function on Zoom and the Bishop and 
Diocesan staff will pray for these requests at noonday prayer during the week. 



 
The Peace 
 
Offertory Sentence:  
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
 
Dedication of Our Gifts: Thank you for your important ongoing financial support for your congregations as well as  
for your ministry to your neighbors and communities, whether you are sewing masks, contributing to food pantries, 
shopping for those who can’t, offering your prayers … all are gifts offered in love. 
 
Song We Shall Be Known (MaMuse) 
 
We shall be known by the company we keep 
By the ones who circle round to tend these fires 
We shall be known by the ones who sow and reap 
The seeds of change, alive from deep within the earth 
It is time now, it is time now that we thrive 
It is time we lead ourselves into the well 
It is time now, and what a time to be alive 
In this Great Turning we shall learn to lead in love 
In this Great Turning we shall learn to lead in love      
                                            
The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Prayer for Spiritual Communion  
O Most blessed Savior, together with the faithful of every altar of your Church where your blessed Body 
and Blood are being offered to the Father, we desire to offer you our praises and thanksgivings. We 
present to you ourselves, our souls and bodies, with the earnest wish that we may always be united to you. 
And since we cannot now receive you in the sacraments, we pray that you come spiritually into our hearts, 
and we unite ourselves to you and embrace you, O Jesus, with all the love of our souls. COME, Lord Jesus, 
and dwell in our hearts.  AMEN.    (adapted from St. Augustine’s Prayerbook) 
 
Blessing 
 



Dismissal 
Let us go forth in the name of the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 
 
The Zoom portion of the service with the Bishop ends here. You are welcome to continue to worship 
in your household with a recommended “Agape Meal” liturgy as follows below.  
 
 
Worship today is provided in collaboration with the Rev. Hays Junkin and the people of Church of 
Our Savior in Milford, with gratitude for their ministry. 
 
Participants 
Bishop Rob Hirschfeld, Presiding 
 
Lectors:  
First Lesson: Marcia Smith 
Psalm: Lisa and Isabelle Yorio 
Second Lesson: Dave Rogers 
Gospeler: The Rev. Hays Junkin 
Litanist: Elizabeth Rotch 
Music –  

• Special thanks to Josh Desrtochers, music director for St. Matthew’s in Goffstown sharing the 
work of their virtual choir.  

• Special thanks to Ana Hernandez and the Miserable Offenders for the recording of “Breathe on 
me Breath of God”  

• Thanks to Linden Rayton and Tina Pickering for recording “We Shall Be Known” by MaMuse.  
 
Agape meal liturgy adapted by the Rev. Dr. James Farwell, Virginia Theological Seminary.  
 
 

AGAPE MEAL FOR PENTECOST 

+ Opening Rite + 

At the time appointed, all gather around the table, standing as able. Select a household member to preside, the presider 
welcomes all, and then says: 

Presider:  We gather today in the name of our crucified and risen Lord.  

People:    We gather today, thankful that no trial or trouble can separate us from God’s love.  

Together, all say the Psalm: 

Psalm 27: 1, 5-13 
1  The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

whom then shall I fear?  



  The Lord is the strength of my life; 
  of whom then shall I be afraid? 
5 One thing I have asked of the Lord; 
 one thing I seek; 
  that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.  
6 To behold the fair beauty of the Lord, 
  to seek God in the temple. 
7 For in the day of trouble the Lord shall shelter me in safety; 
  the Lord shall hide me in the secrecy of the holy place 
  and set me high upon a rock. 
8 Even now the Lord lifts up my head 
  above my enemies round about me.  
9 Therefore I will offer in the holy place an oblation 
 with sounds of great gladness; 
  I will sing and make music to the Lord. 
10 Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call; 
  have mercy on me and answer me.  
11 You speak in my heart and say, “Seek my face.” 
  Your face, Lord, will I seek. 
12 Hide not your face from me, 
  nor turn away your servant in displeasure.  
13 You have been my helper; 
 cast me not away; 

do not forsake me, O God of my salvation. 

The Presider now offers the following blessings.  

Over Wine  

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Creator of the universe. You create the fruit of the vine; and you refresh 
us with the cup of salvation in the Blood of Jesus Christ, crucified yet risen. May the time come quickly 
when we can share that cup again, even as you are with us now in our very thirst for you. Glory to you for 
ever and ever. Amen.   

Over Bread  

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Creator of the universe. You bring forth bread from the earth; you have 
fed us with the bread of life in the Body of your Son. Feed us now with your presence among us and your 
presence in your Word. As grain scattered upon the earth is gathered into one loaf, so gather your Church 
in every place into the kingdom of your Son. To you be glory and power for ever and ever. Amen.  

Over the Other Foods  

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Creator of the universe. You have blessed the earth to bring forth food 
to satisfy our hunger. Let this food strengthen us, even as we long to gather around one table and one 
Lord, as we await our risen Lord’s return. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, now and 
for ever. Amen.  



+ Meal + 

Dine together, enjoy, be open to gratitude.  

+ Reflection + 

Near the end of the meal, the Presider could invite all present to reflect and share, using these or similar words: 
 

“During the Easter season, what has been difficult, what have you mourned?” 
“And what grace or gift have you known or received?” 

 
A family with younger children might ask instead: 

 
“When have you felt sad this week?” “When have you felt loved?” 

+ Closing Rite + 

At the end of the meal, standing, the Presider now says: 

Presider: We have gathered this day, both mourning and rejoicing.  
People:  We have gathered this day in faith that God will hear our prayer. 
Presider: Surrounded by illness, we mourn our dead; 
People:  yet still we say, Alleluia! 
Presider: We know loneliness and discomfort;  
People:  yet still we say, Alleluia! 
Presider: We cannot see the way that lies ahead; 
People:  yet still we say, Alleluia! 
Presider: All we go down to the dust; 
People:  yet even at the grave we make our song, Alleluia! 
Presider: Alleluia Christ is risen! 
People:  The Lord is risen indeed! 
 
Presider: Alleluia! Abide in the peace of God. 
People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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