
 

 

 

 

 

 

Resolution  -- Urge Repeal of the Death Penalty in N.H. for the 21st Century 

 

I.   Type:  Position Statement 

 

II. Title and Author: Repeal the Death Penalty in N.H.---The Rev. William Exner                                       

   and Ms. Martha Hunt 

 

III. Intent  This resolution intends to encourage New Hampshire Episcopalians  

   to pray, study, and work for repeal of the death penalty in the state of  

           New Hampshire. 

 

“BE IT RESOLVED that as a matter of faith and conscience this 210th Convention of the 

Episcopal Diocese of New Hampshire calls upon Episcopalians in New Hampshire to urge their 

governor and state representatives to repeal the death penalty statute in New Hampshire.” 

 

IV. The ministry of the Church is built on the foundation of redemption and compassion modeled 

in the person of Jesus Christ.  Jesus was an innocent victim of the violence and sin of the secular 

world in His day, yet even on the hard wood of the cross He offered redemption to the thief who 

repented. Jesus tells Peter to forgive someone seventy times seven. (Matthew 18:22) and another 

New Testament writer states, “Do not repay anyone evil for evil…” (Romans 12:17-21) 

Execution by the state is antithetical to the way of Christ.  It does not promote healing for 

victims of violence or family members of murder victims.  The United States is one of five 

countries with the highest rates of execution. Since 1973 one hundred thirty eight people have 

been exonerated in the United States after being convicted and sentenced to death.  Since 1976 at 

least eight people have been executed in the United States for whom there is strong evidence of 

innocence. (The Death Penalty Information Center) The Episcopal Church at General 

Convention first condemned the death penalty in 1958, again in 1969, and in 1979 called on all 

Episcopalians to work actively to abolish the death penalty in their states. Critically, the New 

Hampshire legislature has formed a Death Penalty Study Commission, which has been studying 

the issue since November 2009, and will issue a report in December of 2010. Testimony has 

revealed the negative impact of the death penalty on resource allocation and murder victim 

family members. Now is the time for Episcopalians in New Hampshire to share our faithful, 

informed perspective with each other through prayer and study, and with our governor and other 

elected representatives. 

 

V. Plan of Action The authors, with the support of the Outreach Commission, encourage 

Episcopalians to: (1) arrange parish reflection groups to pray and study about the death penalty 

between Convention and June of 2011 as this will include the period when critical legislation 

will be studied by the NH Legislature (2) contact the governor and their state representatives at 

the beginning of the new legislative session on Friday, January 7, 2011, between noon and three 

o’clock, the hours when our Savior hung on the cross,  to urge repeal of the death penalty in New 

Hampshire (3) join the NH Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty in order to strengthen its 

witness within the state and receive legislative updates. 

 

VI. Projected Cost There is no projected cost. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

VII.  Accountability---Episcopalians forming study groups or contacting the governor and their 

legislators may contact Ms. Hunt, (mahunt@tds.net) who will report on the impact of this 

resolution to the Outreach Commission and Diocesan Council. 

 

VIII.  Supporters - The Rev. Jane Van Zandt, The Rev. Kathleen Cullen, Barbara Carbonneau,  

Kathryn Wallenstein (Southern Convocation), The Rev. Eleanor McLaughlin, The Rev. Noel 

Bailey (Northern Convocation),  Nicki Bourne, The Rev. Jason Wells (Central Convocation),  

The Rt. Rev. Douglas Theuner (VIII Bishop of New Hampshire),  Ann Feely Kieffer , Deborah 

Haines, (Jonathan  Daniels Chapter - NH Episcopal Peace Fellowship.), The Rev. Dr. Jennie 

Gould,  The Rev. Carlton Schaller (Littleton),  Susan Sielke (Western Convocation),  Eleanor 

Vander Haegan (Keene), The Rev. Carolyn Stevenson (Southern Convocation), David Greiner 

(Jr. Warden, Goffstown),  Peg Aldridge (Central Convocation), Jane Doherty (Jonathan Daniels 

Chapter EPF NH),  Johanna Young (Outreach Commission). 


