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Dear Lord,
Bless the parish of St. Andrew’s Church in

this period of transition, as we await the one who will 
continue to shepherd us along your path.

Open our hearts and minds to recognize your presence in 
all people: in potential candidates, in ourselves, and in each 
other. Grant to the search committee the courage to seek 

the extraordinary.
Grant to the vestry the discernment to perceive your 

vision for us. And above all grant us continuing faith, that we 
may put our trust in you who know us better than we know 

ourselves. All this we ask in the name of your Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  Amen. 2
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W

Introduction

Welcome to St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church.

St. Andrew’s is a loving parish located in the village of Hopkinton, New Hampshire, just 
west of the state capital, Concord. We are welcoming, have strong lay leadership, and 
champion many thriving local outreach programs. We honor traditional Episcopal liturgy 
while being open to other liturgical styles making St. Andrew’s a comfortable place for 
“cradle” Episcopalians as well as those from other faith backgrounds. We place great 
emphasis on spiritual nourishment and growth through dynamic and engaging preach-
ing. We are eager to welcome our next rector, who will provide spiritual direction, pastoral 
care, and leadership, with a commitment to attracting and serving young families.  Our 
community is dedicated to following the Christian path; we seek a strong leader to help 
us discern God’s will for our future in the modern world.

4

St. Andrew’s E piscopal Church • Hopkinton
Newt Hampshire
Parish Profile 2014



Who we are
Our Parish

Hundreds of people in the greater Concord area call 
St. Andrew’s their church home. There are over 750 
listed members of our congregation with an aver-
age Sunday attendance of 140.  Over 100 people 
responded to our Rector Search Survey, from which 
some of the information for this profile was gathered.

Sunday services at St. Andrew’s include 
worshippers of all ages, representing households 
ranging in size from singles to large families. 
While the average age of regular parishioners is 
steadily increasing, our survey indicates that the 
parish overwhelmingly values having children and 
young people in church and eagerly supports 
activities aimed at involving the many young 
families from around the town.
The parish has a healthy blend of those who were 
raised in the Episcopal Church and those who tran-
sitioned from other denominations. Currently, about 
half of our active church members are residents of 
Hopkinton, while others drive up to 30 minutes from 
neighboring towns to be part of this vibrant church community.  Some families from nearby St. 
Paul’s School also call St. Andrew’s home.  We work hard to honor a traditional liturgical frame-
work and language, while including contemporary elements to appeal to a variety of people. 
Parishioners are drawn to St. Andrew’s for spiritual sustenance, a strong sense of community, an 
active music program, and the church’s convenient location in the center of the village.
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Many of our parishioners are working profes-
sionals, including doctors, nurses, lawyers, poli-
ticians, educators, and engineers, as well as an 
airline pilot, a midwife, a filmmaker, a museum 
curator, and a masseur. Almost 90% of survey-
takers are college graduates and well over half 
hold graduate or professional degrees.  Over 
one third of the respondents are currently re-
tired, including several clergy.

Our members are very active in volunteering. 
The majority of the survey respondents report-
ed contributing at least one hour a week to the 
church and its many outreach programs.
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Our History and Buildings 

In 1766, a group of worshippers from Hopkinton, 
New Hampshire petitioned the Church of England 
to establish a mission.  By 1803 the mission had 
been officially recognized under the Diocese of 
New Hampshire and in 1827 was incorporated as 
St. Andrew’s Church. The stone church that was 
constructed at that time continues to serve as our 
place of worship.

In 1956, the neighboring property was purchased 
and converted to a parish house, which was later 
connected to the church proper.  Subsequently, office space, a library, nursery, and meeting 
rooms were added. In 2003, we undertook a major capital campaign to reconstruct and preserve 
our historic parish house. The complete renovation included new classrooms, choir and youth 
spaces, an expanded kitchen, and a revitalized parish hall.  This has allowed us to offer a wel-
coming space for a wide variety of parish and town 

activities.

Since our first full-time 
rector was called in 
1919, St. Andrew’s 
has been blessed with 
thirteen rectors.  A full 
listing of past rectors 
can be found in the 
appendix. 
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WHAT WE DO

Worship

At St. Andrew’s, all are welcome to receive the bread and wine of Holy Eucharist, and to partici-
pate fully in our liturgy – the pattern of worship that forms the core of our common life.  Worship 
includes praise and prayer, song and silence, scripture and our sacramental sharing in the eu-
charistic feast.

Worship Ministries:  Our worship ministry is the calling and gift of many people. These ministries 
thrive at all levels, with the lay men and women of our parish serving as acolytes, ushers, altar 
guild, lay eucharistic ministers, and lectors.

Sunday at 8:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist (Rite I):  A simple and beautiful worship experience with no 
choir.  This service is followed by the 9 a.m. fellowship and education hour.  
Sunday at 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Rite II):  A family-centered Episcopal worship service, with 
hymns sung by all and choir anthems.  This service is followed by food and fellowship in the 
Great Hall.  
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist:  An intimate, peaceful gathering for simple worship in 
our library chapel.
Summertime Sundays at 9:00 a.m.: From mid-June through the beginning of September, our 
services are combined into one.  Several of the services during this time are held outside in the 
Memorial Garden.  
Wintergreen Worship: For a period of six to eight weeks, starting in January, we close our main 
sanctuary and hold our services in the Great Hall. This not only saves energy, but allows us to 
explore different forms of worship. 

Contemplative Prayer: This is a new ministry to St. Andrew’s this past year.  Weekly,  a small 
intimate group meets to practice Contemplative Prayer through Christian Meditation.  This tradi-
tion of silent, imageless prayer encourages a self-awareness and connection to the Holy Spirit.  
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Music Ministries:  We 
have a vibrant music 
program led by a gifted 
music director/organist 
that includes a commit-
ted choir and frequent 
guest musicians from 
the parish community.  
Our two 19th-century 
organs are charming, 
quirky, and in good 
repair. Beginning with 
Welcome Sunday in 
September, the sea-
sons of the church 
calendar provide the 
choir many opportuni-
ties to share a diversity 
of music.

Preaching: Parishioners at St. Andrew’s respond to clear, direct preaching that makes the Gos-
pel relevant to our lives and daily living, and develops and uplifts our spirituality.  We are nurtured 
and sustained by sermons that are inspirational, sincere, and delivered with passion.

Clergy: St. Andrew’s is blessed to have several clergy as members of our congregation who are 
actively engaged in parish life. 
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Christian Education and Spiritual Formation

Children and Youth

The liveliness of St. Andrew’s is evident in the expression of joy when children jump up and 
down as they ring the bells after the Sunday service, or race around during coffee hour to pres-
ent the food they have 
prepared. 

Over the past few years 
we at St. Andrew’s 
have been working 
hard to develop the ed-
ucation of our children, 
weaving God’s prom-
ises into the Sunday 
School experience. 
We look to emphasize 
scripture and the Epis-
copal tradition, and to 
encourage the innate 
creativity of our young-
er members. 

At St. Andrew’s, our 
young people enjoy 
various activities and experiences, such as performing the St. Francis Day play; making icons, 
advent wreaths, and Epiphany stars that light up the Great Hall; and participating in the yearly 
Christmas pageant. They have also gone on skiing and camping trips, led outreach initiatives 
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across New Hampshire, helped Breezy Point, Long Island recover from Hurricane Sandy, 
and earned money through fundraising that has aided programs such as "Got Lunch". Our 
confirmands receive faith boxes filled with letters and tokens from parishioners and loved ones.  
We are rewarded by seeing the results of sharing our traditions and faith as our children 
grow into their own stories.

In an effort to sustain and bolster youth ministry during our transition period, St. Andrew's has 
hired an Interim Coordinator for Christian Formation and Ministry Engagement.

Adult Formation

At St. Andrew’s, there are many offerings for adults to strengthen their faith and education. For 
the past two years, retired clergy have taught a survey course on the Bible; the first year was fo-
cused on the Old Testament and the second on the New Testament. This multimedia course pro-
duced lively discussion, and the format has been so successful that we plan to offer the course 
again, this time with a concentration on the Gospel according to Mark.  In addition, the Sunday 
bulletin includes a page-long introduction to the readings for the day, with liturgical, theological, 
and scriptural reflection. 

St. Andrew’s periodically offers “Breakfast and Belief” where the congregation is invited to dis-
cuss their faith, life experiences, and other important topics over a good meal.  As this program 
is scheduled between the 8:00 and 10:00 services, it provides an opportunity for the entire com-
munity to gather.
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Parish Life

St. Andrew’s Church is a vibrant, loving community in Christ, sustained by our faith in God, and 
strengthened by the friendships we share.  Our bright red doors welcome all to this beautiful, 
historic place of worship.

After every service, most parishio-
ners gather for “coffee hour” and con-
versation.  This provides a weekly 
opportunity to connect with friends, 
get to know newcomers, and speak 
with the rector in an informal setting.

We have some expert and aspiring 
chefs at St. Andrew’s, and enjoy get-
ting together for roast beef dinners, 
holiday celebrations, picnics, pot-
lucks, a monthly men’s group, and 
periodic dinner gatherings at parish-
ioners’ homes.

In addition, each year the parish embarks on a fun and creative activity to build community and 
support our church budget.  In 2013, the Red Door Tour attracted 200 attendees for a lunch 
– served by our youth group – and a talk by a parishioner-historian on the history of St. An-
drew’s, followed by a house tour of historic Hopkinton homes. Another successful venture was 
the gathering at the local art-house cinema for cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, and a viewing of the 
film “Seabiscuit”.  Attendees came dressed in their finest derby attire for “A Night at the Races”.  
In a previous year’s highlight, parishioners shared one (or more) of their “Ten Talents” by giving 
a recital; hosting a dinner; teaching a skill; or selling arts, crafts, “holy” hot dogs, or homemade 
jam for the Lord.
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Outreach

When there is a need in our local communities, the people of St. Andrew’s are quick to respond 
and are very generous with their gifts of time and resources to our local Food Pantry, Senior 
Lunches, Concord’s Friendly Kitchen, the Red Cross Blood Drive, Cold Weather Homeless Shel-
ter, United Thank Offering, Samaritan Outreach Fund, “TLC” Committee, etc.

Approximately three years 
ago, St. Andrew’s was award-
ed a Lily Grant to further our 
outreach  efforts.  A “Serve” 
committee was formed and af-
ter much deliberation the con-
gregation voted to support the 
formation of “Family Promise” 
in our area. This is a national 
program dedicated to sup-
porting homeless families, by 
providing housing, and meals, 
and helping with job search-
es. Although this program is 
still in the planning stage, St. 
Andrew’s and the community 
churches are excited by the 
prospect of being of service to 
families in transition.

Two years ago, St Andrew’s became part of the “Got Lunch” family. This ongoing program pro-
vides boxes of lunch items for nutritionally-at-risk students for weekends and during school 
breaks.
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This is also the second year of 
the “Make Your Mark” art camp 
offered at no or low tuition for 
area students in the fourth 
through sixth grades. Our pa-
rishioners, as well as members 
of the community, volunteer in 
many aspects—from sharing 
their talents to providing daily 
meals and snacks.

Our congregation contributes 
generously to the Diocesan 
Fair Share, the Rector’s Discre-
tionary Fund, and UTO.  Our Samaritan Fund and loose plate collections are designated to sup-
port a different program each month.

We have a dedicated “TLC” Committee whose members make it their job to check on and pro-
vide meals for our housebound and parishioners in need. In addition, our Lay Eucharistic Minis-
ters ensure the reception of communion on a regular basis. 

Our “Great Hall” is a valuable meeting place available to the wider Hopkinton community in sup-
port of such diverse groups as AA, OA, Boy Scouts, blood drives, Lion’s Club, craft fairs, Dioc-
esan meetings, as well as occasional private events.

Several of our parishioners are active leaders in social and political causes.

Given this, we look forward to a rector who will support us in our ongoing outreach and who will 
continue to inspire us to fulfill our Baptismal vows of service. 
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Stewardship and Finances

Stewardship here reflects our strong relationships with each other, our community, and God, as 
well as a commitment to financial stability.  

In addition to gifts of time and talent, pa-
rishioners at St. Andrew’s are generous 
in financial support.  Our pledged income 
makes up the largest part of our revenue.  
Though the number of pledging units has 
declined over the past few years, the aver-
age monthly pledge has increased, result-
ing in consistent income levels. 

In recent years, our Fundraising Com-
mittee has organized annual fundraising 
events that build community, while typi-
cally raising over $5,000.

St. Andrew’s is fortunate to have an en-
dowment, held with the Diocesan Invest-
ment Fund.  As of December 2013 it was 
valued at just over $800,000.  To sup-
port the budget in past years, the vestry 
has designated an amount which may be 
drawn from the principle.  This has allowed 
us to remain free of debt.
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Year 2009 2010* 2011 2012* 2013

Number of Pledges 117 126 100 105 101

Average Annual Pledge ($) 1,901 1,763 2,208 2,072 2,211

Amount Pledged 222,426 222,151 220,827 217,624 223,370

Non-pledge Income (from 
investments, gifts, fundrais-
ing)

103,253 94,157 56,573 54,782 64,679

Total Operating Revenues 340,260 332,105 285,301 289,612 294,012

Total Operating Expenses 340,260 353,029 282,070 314,185 298,446

Figures taken from the St. Andrew’s Annual Parochial Reports
* Significant differences in Operating Revenues and Operating Expenses in 2010 and
 2012 are related to a change in accounting methods; funds to balance the budget came

   from grants and non-pledged gifts those years.



WHERE WE LIVE

Town and Region

Hopkinton is tied to the greater Concord regional community. The Capital District, the seat of our 
state government, contains an array of shopping areas, businesses, museums, concert halls, 
excellent medical facilities, and a variety of opportunities for higher education. Every four years 
we receive our fair share of political activity and attention as the first-in-the-nation presidential 
primary dominates the New Hampshire landscape.

2015 will mark the 250th anniversary of Hopkinton, NH incor-
poration. We will be commemorating an illustrious history, cel-
ebrating the joys of living in a pristine rural setting and giving 
thanks for all the blessings our town affords. We have pre-
served our past – there are six sites within Hopkinton on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

The town of 
H o p k i n t o n 
contains two 
distinct vil-
lages. Hop-
kinton Village 
retains the 
charms of 

stately homes 
on maple-shaded streets, while Contoocook 
Village remains the commercial hub and lo-
cal source of employment for many residents 
and those in the surrounding communities. We 
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maintain direct and open political discourse 
through our town and school meetings held every 
March. 
Our agricultural heritage continues with many lo-
cal farms and orchards.  Each Saturday a farmers’ 
market is held in Contoocook Village during the sum-
mer and at Town Hall in Hopkinton Village during 
the winter. In late summer the Hopkinton State Fair 
brings participants and visitors from far and wide to 
celebrate and enjoy the bounties of our region’s hus-
bandry.

As of 2012, the population of Hopkinton is 
5,597, with a median age of 45. Of those em-
ployed, 74% commute outside of Hopkinton, 
with 6% commuting out of state.  Convenient 
access to I-89 makes for easy travel to the 
Manchester-Boston Regional Airport, only 30 
minutes away, and to Boston in under an hour 
and a half.  Median family income is around 
$85,000. Individuals below the poverty level 
stand just over 4%.  96% of those 25 years 
and over are high school graduates, and 56% 
have a bachelor’s degree or higher.

A study in early 2014 by US News ranked 
Hopkinton High School number one in the 
state.  The town operates its own school district with two elementary schools, a middle school, 
and a high school. Our schools are strong academically with active support of parents and the 
community.  Our children’s librarian has been named number one in the state. 
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Recreational activities are plentiful in town: Clear 
lakes, rivers and streams for swimming, boat-
ing and fishing; a greenway and other trails for 
hiking, cross-country skiing and snowmobiling; 
playing fields for team sports.  There is down-
hill ski area 15 minutes away.  Additionally, one 
can be at the seacoast or in the White Mountains 
within an hour.
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The Episcopal Diocese of New Hampshire

The Episcopal Diocese of New Hampshire is part of Province I of the Episcopal Church in the 
United States. There are 46 Episcopal congregations and seven seasonal chapels in the diocese.  
St. Andrew’s is one of the six churches that comprise the Central Convocation, all located within 
twenty miles of Concord. The Right Reverend A. Robert Hirschfeld became the 10th Bishop of 
New Hampshire in January 2013.

St. Andrew’s has a long history of participation and leadership in the programs and services of 
the wider church. Close geographic proximity to the diocesan office in Concord makes it possible 
for members of our parish to serve on commissions and committees.
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WHERE ARE WE GOING?

In this profile we have highlighted our historic lineage, the blessings of our resources, and our 
commitment to each other and to the larger world.  We are storied but not complete.  We have 
no wish to rest upon the past nor become stagnant; we wrestle with the challenges of the role of 
the Episcopal Church in modern life.  We are looking for someone to guide us in discerning God’s 
vision for us as we explore questions such as:

● What specifically does the Episcopal Church in general and St. Andrew’s in particular offer to
the new families we hope to attract?
● St. Andrew’s has been oscillating between a large pastoral and small program church for
quite some time.  Should St. Andrew’s embrace our current pastoral size or continue to attempt 
to move towards a program level?
● What is the ongoing role of the retired and assisting clergy in our parish?
● St. Andrew’s is currently integral to a collaborative ministry among smaller area parishes.
What role and responsibility does St. Andrew’s have towards these parishes and the Diocese of 
New Hampshire?
● In our survey, parishioners indicated that liturgy and worship are most important to them.
What is the best formula for spiritual growth and challenge within a traditional Episcopal frame-
work?

We are looking for a spiritual guide to help us find the answers to these questions and to discern 
whether these are the questions we should be asking.
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OUR NEXT RECTOR

St. Andrew’s Church is truly seeking a pastor.  Someone who exudes warmth, welcome, and 
spirituality, who knows and cares not only for the church as a whole but about every individual in 
our church community.  One who is there for us when we are sick or in need, and who helps us 
each find our path to God.  One who respects individuals of all ages, has a good sense of humor, 
and who is open to new ideas.  

As most of us only attend weekly services, we are looking for a strong, direct, and inspirational 
preacher who makes the Gospel relevant to us in our daily lives. One who can lift us, inspire us, 
and even occasionally stretch our comfort zones. One who speaks from the heart, not from a 
textbook.

While many of us have 
grown up in the Episcopal 
Church and draw comfort 
from familiar liturgies and 
traditions, we like a little 
variety.  And since just as 
many of us come from 
other denominations, we 
want someone who wel-
comes different faith per-
spectives.  

We are looking for some-
one who understands 
the complexity of modern 
schedules, who can forge 
creative ways to draw new 
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members to church and church activities, especially youth and young families. We value a strong 
youth and church school program, and need a rector who is committed to the training and em-
powerment this requires.

We value spirituality over administration.  We expect our rector to work closely with the vestry 
to guide and support staff and lay leadership in the delegation and oversight of appropriate re-
sponsibilities. Likewise, while we strongly believe in mission and education, we feel it is primarily 
the role of the parishioners to be the limbs of action. The rector’s focus should be as the spiritual 
guide and mentor -- to train, support, and nourish us as we reach out to the community, the na-
tion, and the world.  

We are a strong, dedicated parish with much to offer.  We are eager to welcome someone into 
our midst to explore the challenges and rewards of God’s path with us.

To apply, please contact:
The Rev. Hannah Anderson, Canon to the Ordinary
Diocese of New Hampshire
handerson@nhepiscopal.org
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Appendices:

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, founded 1803
354 Main Street Hopkinton, NH 03229

(603) 746-3415
Website: www.standrewshopkinton.org

st.andrews@comcast.net

THE STAFF

Interim Rector: The Rev. Canon James Ransom 
Parish Administrator: Lisa White
Music Director: Janet Barry 
Sexton: Eric Riggs
Interim Coordinator for Christian Formation and Ministry Engagement: Andrew Courtwright
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ASSISTING CLERGY

The Rev. John McCausland
The Rev. Cheryl Moore
The Rev. Linda Spinella, Vicar, St. John’s, Dunbarton

www.standrewshopkinton.org
mailto:st.andrews@comcast.net


SEARCH COMMITTEE

Clarke Kidder (co-chair) 
Melissa Trafton (co-chair) 
Jake Boesch
Fred Briccetti
Paul Carey
Martha S. Fairfield 
Vickie Haines
Chris Induni
Ann Junkin
Anne Mills
Pete Mitchell 
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Rectors of St. Andrew's
Moses Bailey Chase 
Calvin Wolcott
Silas Blaisdale
Edward F. Putnam
Henry S. Low
Nicholad Ludlum
Francis Chase
William Shouler
Hall Harrison
Robert Benton
Charles A. Morrill
Thomas Drumm
Supply clergy            
Alfred Griffen
Morehouse Lindley Johnson      
Austin H. Reed
Dr. John Wallace Suter            
Frederick Arthur Pope              
Theodore Yardley
Claude A. Smith
Jack S. Scott
Perrin C. Radley
Dwight Blakeslee
Peter Cheney, interim              
Michael Moore
Hays M. Junkin
Bruce H. Jacobson, interim           
Kevin Nichols 
Canon James Ransom, interim

1826-1841 
1842-1844 
1844-1847 
1848-1850 
1851-1852 
1854-1860 
1861-1863 
1863-1869 
1869-1879 
1879-1883 
1884-1887 
1888-1911 
1912-1919 
1920-1932 
1932-1936 
1938-1950 
1951-1952 
1952-1954 
1954-1962 
1952-1964 
1964-1971 
1971-1978 
1979-1984 
1984-1985 
1985-1986 
1987-2005 
2005-2006 
2006-2014
2014-
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Links of interest

Hopkinton town website: http://www.hopkinton-nh.gov/

Hopkinton school district: http://www.hopkintonschools.org/

Hopkinton town library:  http://www.hopkintontownlibrary.org/

Pat’s Peak ski area: http://www.patspeak.com/

Local nordic skiing: http://blackwaternordic.org/

Currier Museum of Art: http://www.currier.org/

New Hampshire Historical Society: http://www.nhhistory.org/

Local apple orchard: http://www.gouldhillfarm.com/

Local farm: http://beechhillfarm.com/

Independent movie theater: http://www.redrivertheatres.org/

Local performing arts center:  http://www.ccanh.com 

Concord’s independent bookstore: http://gibsonsbookstore.com/

State parks, beaches, and historic sites: http://www.nhstateparks.org/

State’s regions and attractions: http://www.visitnh.gov/

Episcopal Diocese of New Hampshire: http://www.nhepiscopal.org/

Concord Chamber of Commerce: http://www.concordnhchamber.com/

State of New Hampshire website: http://www.nh.gov/
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