
THE STANDING COMMITTEE 

 

From the NH Constitution and Canons: 

Canon 2.Section 5: 

5.1 Membership. 

 (a) There shall be a Standing Committee composed of three canonically resident 

members of  the clergy in good standing and three lay persons who are adult communicants in 

good  standing in their respective congregations and are confirmed or received in The Episcopal 

 Church. 

 (b) Convention shall elect, at its annual session, one clergy and one lay member to serve 

terms of  three years. 

 (c) No person, clergy or lay, who has served six consecutive years on the Standing 

Committee is  eligible for re-election until at least one year has elapsed. 

5.2 Officers. As soon as possible following an annual session of Convention members of the 

Standing Committee shall meet to choose a president and a secretary. 

 

5.3 To advise the bishop. The Standing Committee shall be a council of advice to the bishop. It 

shall meet at the request of the bishop or the president or any four members of the Standing 

Committee. 

5.4 Vacancy in the episcopate. In case of a vacancy in the episcopate, the Standing Committee is 

the ecclesiastical authority of the diocese, except as otherwise provided by the canons of The 

Episcopal Church or this diocese. 

 

5.5 Authority to fill vacancies. Except as otherwise provided in these canons, the Standing 

Committee has the authority to fill any vacancy that may occur in any office elected by 

Convention. A person so appointed shall serve until a successor is elected at the next annual 

session of Convention 

. 

5.6 Authority of Convention. The Standing Committee, acting with the bishop, if there is one, 

shall have the authority and responsibilities of Convention between its annual sessions, except as 

otherwise provided in these canons, and shall be accountable to Convention. 

 

Clerical Order Nominee:  
Nominee: The Rev. Kate Atkinson (first term) 

Congregation: St. Paul’s, Concord 

  

How are you called to this ministry? 

 

 I am currently serving my third term as Central Convocation 

Clergy Representative to Diocesan Council – a role which has 

given me a greater understanding and appreciation of the wider 

church in New Hampshire, and the ability to experience first-hand 

the wisdom and vision of our Bishop.  

 

I served on the Search Committee that resulted in Bishop Rob’s 

election, and I value the opportunity to be even more involved in 



supporting his leadership of our Diocese. And, as a member of the NH deputation to General 

Convention, I see the work of the Standing Committee as encompassing the implementation of 

new initiatives and ministries that come out of that body – and am enthusiastic about being a part 

of that work.  

 

My particular gifts are in the area of developing lay ministers and leaders, believing firmly in the 

“Priesthood of all Believers.” This is a belief I know I share with members of Standing 

Committee, and I would very much like to work together with them in fulfilling this vision for 

the benefit of our whole church.   

 

Lay Order Nominee: 
Nominee: Joan Alayne Stevens   

Congregation: St. Matthew’s, Goffstown 

 

 How are you called to this ministry? 

I have been discerning my next path following long time service on 

vestry and as junior and senior warden at St. Matthew’s Goffstown. I 

believe that my spiritual growth along with skills gained from a 

career in the field of health and human service prepare me well for 

an opportunity to serve on the Standing Committee of our Diocese. 

In particular I worked with Canon Hannah Anderson in establishing 

a congregational discernment committee during our rector’s long 

term medical leave and helped our parish enter the transition period 

from the announcement of our rector’s retirement after 31 years 

through the first seven months of our interim rector’s service with 

our parish. I led the long range planning process in 2012 and recently 

worked with a group of parishioners to submit a letter of intent to the Fund for Sacred Places to 

repair our 150 year old stained glass windows.  

 


