
THE STANDING COMMITTEE 

 

From the NH Constitution and Canons: 

Canon 2.Section 5: 

5.1 Membership. 

 (a) There shall be a Standing Committee composed of three canonically resident 

members of  the clergy in good standing and three lay persons who are adult communicants in 

good  standing in their respective congregations and are confirmed or received in The Episcopal 

 Church. 

 (b) Convention shall elect, at its annual session, one clergy and one lay member to serve 

terms of  three years. 

 (c) No person, clergy or lay, who has served six consecutive years on the Standing 

Committee is  eligible for re-election until at least one year has elapsed. 

5.2 Officers. As soon as possible following an annual session of Convention members of the 

Standing Committee shall meet to choose a president and a secretary. 

 

5.3 To advise the bishop. The Standing Committee shall be a council of advice to the bishop. It 

shall meet at the request of the bishop or the president or any four members of the Standing 

Committee. 

5.4 Vacancy in the episcopate. In case of a vacancy in the episcopate, the Standing Committee is 

the ecclesiastical authority of the diocese, except as otherwise provided by the canons of The 

Episcopal Church or this diocese. 

 

5.5 Authority to fill vacancies. Except as otherwise provided in these canons, the Standing 

Committee has the authority to fill any vacancy that may occur in any office elected by 

Convention. A person so appointed shall serve until a successor is elected at the next annual 

session of Convention 

. 

5.6 Authority of Convention. The Standing Committee, acting with the bishop, if there is one, 

shall have the authority and responsibilities of Convention between its annual sessions, except as 

otherwise provided in these canons, and shall be accountable to Convention. 

 

Clerical Order Nominee:  

Nominee: The Rev. Guy Collins (second term) 

Congregation: St. Thomas, Hanover  

  

How are you called to this ministry? 

After a few years of serving on the Standing Committee I feel I am starting to understand 

something of the role! I value the collegiality of the work of caring for the life of the church in 



ways that are often hidden. Having previously worked in the Church of England, I bring 

something of an outsider’s perspective. At the same time, after serving St. Thomas (Hanover) for 

ten years, I bring a sense of how parochial ministry is the lifeblood of the church. I’m excited to 

have been a part of the changes in the Standing Committee process for clarifying the financial 

support available to church for Sustainability grants and diocesan loans.  

 

Lay Order Nominee (one of two): 

Nominee: Margaret Porter (second term)   

Congregation: St. Stephen’s Pittsfield  

 

How are you called to this ministry? 
This term on Standing Committee was characterized by positive change and innovation, and to 

the best of my ability I’ve helped that body fulfill its crucial canonical role. This diocese elected 

me as Lay Deputy to the 2018 General Convention (and for the three preceding ones); at 

GC2015 I chaired a House of Deputies Legislative Committee. Current diocesan roles include 

membership on Mission Resources Committee and Moderator of Diocesan Council. I was Vice 

Chair of the most recent Bishop Search Committee and served on the one prior. I represent my 

parish as convention/convocation delegate and administer the website. I’ve also participated on 

the Outreach Committee, published the Parish History to coincide with our 150
th

 Anniversary, 

and edited a newsletter. My involvement over many years continually fosters recognition of the 

gifts of so many others in our diocesan family—and beyond—and recognition of how richly 

blessed our Church is! 

 

Lay Order Nominee (two of two): 

Nominee: Joan Alayne Stevens   

Congregation: St. Matthew’s, Goffstown 

 

 How are you called to this ministry? 



I have been discerning my next path following long time service on vestry and as junior and 

senior warden at St. Matthew’s Goffstown. I believe that my spiritual growth along with skills 

gained from a career in the field of health and human service prepare me well for an opportunity 

to serve on the Standing Committee of our Diocese. In particular I worked with Canon Hannah 

Anderson in establishing a congregational discernment committee during our rector’s long term 

medical leave and helped our parish enter the transition period from the announcement of our 

rector’s retirement after 31 years through the first seven months of our interim rector’s service 

with our parish. I led the long range planning process in 2012 and recently worked with a group 

of parishioners to submit a letter of intent to the Fund for Sacred Places to repair our 150 year 

old stained glass windows.  

 

 


